
 

  

 
 
 
 
7 November 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 
I hope you all had an enjoyable half term break.  
 
During last half term, I learned a lot about BBEC and the fantastic students and staff I have the privilege 
of working with.  
 
I have seen some excellent examples of our ‘ARCK’ values in action, excellent attitudes towards learning 
and some excellent progress being made as a result. 
 
Of course, I have also ‘taken stock’ and begun to implement some changes which will enable the school 
and outcomes to be even better, and I will keep you up updated of these as we progress through the 
school year. 
 
On Time, Every Time 
Thank you to all parents and carers for your support with our new procedures for dealing with students 
who are late to lessons. These have already had a significant impact on students being on time, limiting 
any disruption to learning. Please continue to ensure that your child has their planner, and therefore 
their timetable, with them every day. These will be checked on arrival to school. 
 
Students who are late to lessons and/or repeatedly do not have their planner will receive a one hour 
detention. 
 
Mock Exams 
Year 11 students have conducted themselves very well so far during their mock exam season. These will 
provide a very important benchmark from which students can identify areas for improvement in time for 
the summer series, whilst also being an important rehearsal for exam technique, time-planning and 
routines. 
 
Uniform 
We recognise that the cost of living is affecting many of us in the community and we would like to do all 
we can to help. 
 
In light of this, please note that the BBEC logo is no longer required on trousers. This will enable families 
to make a considerable saving when replacing uniform. Please note, however, that trousers must be 
‘tailored’. Leggings or denim are not permitted. 
 
Ms Sweeney has spent a considerable amount of time researching alternatives for other items of clothing, 
such as PE kit, but given that our suppliers are so reasonable, there are no other significant savings to be 
made. 



 

  

 
It is important for safeguarding reasons that full school uniform is worn every day. 
 
Homework 
At BBEC, we believe that homework is an integral part of independent learning and forming good habits 
for later in life. We would welcome your help in checking that your child is completing their homework as 
this will lead to improved outcomes for them. Some of our homework is on-line and others are paper-
based, so checking your child's planner regularly will be helpful and will support their learning.  
 
Prefect Inauguration 
Our Student Parliament attended their inauguration at Bradford City Hall on Wednesday 2 November. 
This was a very grand affair, in the presence of parents, carers and the Lord Mayor. 
 
Students were presented with their badges and certificates during the ceremony, before undertaking 
their first training in the Council Chambers and Magistrates Court.  
 
This year, our Parliament has three specific departments: 

• Diversity and Inclusion 

• Health and Wellbeing 

• Community Engagement 
 
Through these, students will focus on whole school improvement which will impact both the students 
within the school and others in the local community, and I am very much looking forward to seeing their 
progress in each of these areas. 
 
In addition, we have the Student Leadership Team, which mirrors the staffing structure in school. These 
students had to formally apply for the role, and I had the privilege of interviewing the successful 
candidates. 
 
Congratulations to all our new and existing prefects and especially to our head and deputy head students 
and our senior prefects. 
 
Prize Giving 
We are very much looking forward to our annual Prize Giving on 10 November in Bradford Cathedral. This 
is always an uplifting event when we can celebrate the achievements and successes of our students in 
such a beautiful building. There will be over 200 students receiving prizes for academic and pastoral 
achievements in the last academic year, as well as our traditional Special Prizes - the latter grown this 
year to include the new Rita Tyas award.  The event starts formally at 7pm and we are asking all prize 
winners and guests to be in their seats by 6.30pm. 
 
Act of Remembrance 
All students will have an assembly next week to explain the importance of remembering those who have 
sacrificed their lives, not only soldiers fighting for freedom around the world over the last century, but 
also those who every day put themselves in harm's way to protect others, for example our emergency 
services. On Friday 11 November, the school will observe a two-minute silence to remember them.  
 
 



 

  

Aspirations Evening 
Wednesday 16 November is our annual Aspirations Evening for students from Years 10 and 11 and, as 
always we will have present a huge range of colleges, educators, employers, uniformed services, training, 
apprenticeship and scholarship providers. There is simply nothing to compare to this event in other 
Bradford schools and it provides an invaluable, one-off opportunity to help guide students in their future 
career choices. The event starts at 5.30pm. 
 
Enrichment Activities/Clubs 
This term has been another busy term for enrichment activities, with the addition of some new 
extracurricular clubs: swimming, boxing for boys and girls and indoor climbing. These activities are still 
open to any students not yet taking part and a full list of activities is available from Ms Holdsworth.   
 
Nearer to Christmas we will also be launching our 12 Days of Christmas programme of activities and the 
Christmas Rewards menu, so please keep an eye out for updates. As always this promises to be a busy 
run into Christmas.  The new programme of spring extra-currciular activities will be launched in January 
and there will be a feature in the Christmas edition of the Buzz magazine. 
 
Community Events 
Winter Wonderland 
We are very pleased to invite you to our ‘Winter Wonderland’ event on Tuesday 13 December, between 
4pm and 6pm. The format will be in the style of the ‘Christmas markets’ and will showcase the best of 
BBEC including carols, wreathmaking workshops and more. We are supporting the wider community by 
inviting local and independent businesses to sell their festive wares so do stop by to soak up the 
atmosphere and stock up on last-minute gifts! 
 
Following on from the success of working with Bradford-based restaurant chain ‘My Lahore’ last year, 
they have partnered with us again to supply our families in need with food donations. These donations 
are provided on a weekly basis and are open to all families who require them. Students can collect food 
to take home every Wednesday afternoon from the Hub. The initiative is also backed by boxer Amir Khan’s 
charitable foundation. 
 
World Cup Showing (England v USA) 
On Friday 25 November we are showing the England vs USA football World Cup game (7pm KO) in the 
main hall at school. Initially it will be invitation only to selected students.  However, if your child would 
like to attend, please email Mr Pollard at daniel.pollard@bbec.bdat-academies.org.  
 
Dates for diaries 
Thursday 10 November – Presentation Evening – by invitation 
Wednesday 16 November – Yr11 Careers & Aspirations Event 5.30pm-7.30pm 
Friday 18 November – Children In Need 
Thursday 24 November – Yr11 Results, Reports & Parents’ Evening 
Friday 25 November – World Cup Showing (England v USA) 
Monday 28 November – Friday 2 December – Yr9 Exam Week 
Tuesday 6 December – Panto 
Wednesday 7 December - Panto 
Monday 5 – Friday 9 December – Yr10 Exam Week 
Friday 9 December – Christmas Jumper Day 
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Tuesday 13 December – Winter Wonderland 
Friday 16 December – Yr9 Reports to Parents 
Monday 12 December – Friday 16 December – Christmas Rewards Week 
Wednesday 14 December – Senior Citizens’ Christmas Concert – by invitation 
Friday 16 December – Break up for Christmas holidays 
Tuesday 3 January 2023 – School open for all year groups 
 
I am looking forward to seeing you at one or all of the above events. In the meantime, here’s to a 
successful few weeks leading up to Christmas! 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
 
Andrew Taylor 
Headteacher 
 
  

 


