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THE VERY FIRST BBEC PRIDE FESTIVAL



What a final term! What a year! BBEC has excelled itself. BBEC has enjoyed day trips, 
performances, academic days and parliament have been making a real difference and 
embodying our motto ‘Everyone belongs at BBEC’.

Every day many of our students demonstrate the values displayed throughout the BBEC 
Buzz and all over the school; the BBEC Buzz is a celebration of all these events and actions. 
We think it's important to show and acknowledge all the hard work students, staff and 
outside agencies do to make “BBEC - the best school in Bradford".

Our students have shown ambition when taking part in ‘Numbers Matter’, science Our students have shown ambition when taking part in ‘Numbers Matter’, science 
competitions and some students also had a fantastic trip to Maths City. Our sporting teams 
and athletic students showed resilience and were a credit to the school as always.

Parliament has had many successes, just to mention a few: the speed limit change, 
campaigns against bullying and BBEC putting on their first ever Pride event. Our students 
showed great courtesy and kindness throughout all these events.

The students have shown courtesy when attending trips; at the ice skating rewards trip a The students have shown courtesy when attending trips; at the ice skating rewards trip a 
member of the public commented on the manners and excellent attitudes of our students. 
It’s lovely for other people to experience what we do in BBEC every day.

We are immensely proud of our students and what they have achieved this year. The BBEC 
Buzz is a celebration of all that is amazing at BBEC.
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What We Have Done

Health and Wellbeing department

This year our fabulous prefects have been involved in a wide range of projects. They have 
taken part in anti-bullying training and then led campaigns in school against bullying. 
This included a poster campaign designed to deter students from saying mean things via 
social media, and then a social media campaign encouraging people to speak up against 
bullying.



Prefects have also taken part in a BDAT project designed at looking at the BDAT academy 
values “ICARE”, rewriting them so they are more student friendly, and then presenting 
them back to BDAT, in conjunction with the other three BDAT secondary schools. 
Students were praised on their fantastic ideas and clear public speaking.

Prefects have also continued their fantastic work with Bradford Citizens and the Mental 
Health Project, and were elected to represent our Trust in Bradford and speak to the Lord 
Mayor of West Yorkshire. They were absolutely fantastic and their words were cited as 
“powerful, moving and impressive”.



Students volunteered and helped members of staff run events like Kindness Week, 
when we created and sold badges to improve people’s mental health and raise 
money for a mental health charity. We also helped run an event evening as part of 
the Jubilee celebration for elderly members of the community, this was a great way 
to interact with those outside the school but in our local community.



What We Have Done

Community Department

The community department have created a student magazine which highlighted some of 
the amazingly talented students we have at BBEC. 

It includes art, poetry, interviews with sports stars and reviews of performing arts shows 
and other endeavours of the department.

Below is an example of the wonderful student magazine





What We Have Done
Diversity and INclusion Department

On Friday 1st July 2022, we hosted our first BBEC Pride event. This was planned by 
our Diversity and Inclusion prefects and members of our Pride club. Over 100 
students attended and enjoyed our many stalls such as face painting, nail art and 
cookie decorating. 

Through the event and bake sales throughout Pride month, we raised nearly £170 Through the event and bake sales throughout Pride month, we raised nearly £170 
for Micro Rainbow, an LGBTQ+ refugee charity. The Lord of Mayor of Bradford 
even stopped by to join in the fun! It was a wonderful event enjoyed by both 
students and staff and we are already excited to start planning next year's event!





Well done to Finley and Olivia who were ARCK Champions this term. 

Each Thursday  during V.I.P all form groups nominate one student that has 
consistently demonstrated one or more of the school values throughout 
that week. 

Each student's name is recorded and celebrated on social media. 

Students are rewarded each half term with a certificate and treat if they 
have been nominated during an end of half term celebration assembly. 



Year 11 Prom 
On the night of Friday 24 June, our Year 11 students attended their leaver’s prom at Cedar 
Court Hotel, Bradford. Students arrived in style in a variety of vehicles, looking very 
handsome and beautiful. Staff and students all enjoyed a great night of dancing, food and 
photos in the photo booth! Samuel and Maizie were voted as our prom royals for 2022. 

The dance floor was very definitely full and the night was rounded off with a final conga The dance floor was very definitely full and the night was rounded off with a final conga 
round the venue. It was a really, lovely way to say goodbye to our Year 11 students.

 We wish them all the best for the future. 



In June BBEC staff and students took part in celebrations to mark Queen Elizabeth II's 
Platinum Jubilee and Her Majesty's 96th birthday. On 6th February 2022, Queen Elizabeth 
II became the first British monarch in history to achieve Platinum Jubilee - 70 years of reign 
and service.

The school was decorated with Union Jack bunting, staff wore the royal colours and 
students took part in a variety of activites within their lessons. 



Senior Citizens Meal 
and Choir Performance

We were delighted to invite older members of the community to BBEC in May. We also 
opened up the guest list to grandparents of students who had nominated them for a 
'Golden Ticket'.

We had a fantastic evening beginning with a concert led by the school choir. Our guests 
took part in a game of prize bingo with lots of winners plus a prize draw raffle for a Jubilee
themed hamper. Our catering staff had also prepared a beautiful Jubilee themed dinner 
which everyone enjoyed. Thank you to everyone involved in making the evening so special.



ART &
DESIGN

During the first week of July, we were visited by the external moderator for Art and Design from 
AQA. On display was a selection of Year 11 coursework from Fine Art, Textiles and Photography. 
The moderator complimented us on the quality of the work and was so impressed with our 
accurate moderation, she selected some of our students' coursework for the national AQA 
standardisation meeting'. 

Mrs Hirst - Head of Art



TEXTILES
Current GCSE students have been studying Art & Design Textiles where they have been 
building up their skills and expertise with decorative textile techniques and sewing 
machine skills. For their portfolio work for Unit 1 they have completed a project based on 
the theme of 'structures'. 

Research included primary photographs and initial studies from mood boards. Students Research included primary photographs and initial studies from mood boards. Students 
then researched fashion and textile designers who they found creative and inspirational 
and used their work as a basis to create studies and textile samples. Students then refined 
and developed ideas, experimenting further with textile decorative and constructive 
techniques to generate ideas for a final piece. Students created either a waistcoat or a 
sketchbook to support their portfolio work and realised their intentions. 

Students worked really hard throughout the course and produced some exceptional Students worked really hard throughout the course and produced some exceptional 
outcomes which they should be proud of. 





During science week all Year 7 students really used their engineering, problem solving and 
creative skills to create a balloon powered car using tech card. The students not only loved 
the challenge but demonstrated all our school values. There were lots of prizes won on the 
different days.

Our Key Stage 3 and 4 teams also took part in the BDAT science competition where our 
Key Stage 3 team won 1st prize which was a great achievement. 



BBEC joined the first ever nationwide conversation about numbers. Everyone has 
something to say about maths! For National Numeracy Day on 18 May 2022 staff and 
students took part in the ‘The Big Number Natter’. The aim was to make the subject 
more accessible and to help towards improving numeracy.



In July, the Performing Arts Department were 
very proud to present ‘A Night at the Musicals’; 
the first main school summer production for 
over three years. It was fantastic to see our 
talented students back on stage. The night 
hosted over 20 performances from some of the 
world’s best loved musicals including: Encanto, 
Sound of Music and Dreamgirls.
 
There were a variety of performances including 
dancing, singing and even a special live acoustic 
performance.
 
Well done to everyone involved. We can’t wait for Well done to everyone involved. We can’t wait for 
the next show!



Geography Field Trip

As part of Year 10's AQA Geography course we recently visited the impressive and 
contrasting Holderness coastline; the best coastline in Yorkshire and the World!

The field trips involved collecting data at Mappleton, part of the fastest eroding coastline 
in Europe, and then on to Flamborough Head to marvel at the fantastic landforms that 
are found there.

The students thoroughly enjoyed their visit, with many vowing to come again.

Mr Dowd (Head of Geography)



BBEC DAY TRIPPING

July was an incredibly busy month for all the staff involved in student experience with 
coaches arriving at BBEC on almost a daily basis to take students to all corners of the 
country for BBEC Horizons Day trips, fieldtrips and rewards trips. 

For Horizons, our students visited Chester Zoo, York Dungeon ( a few escaped this time) and For Horizons, our students visited Chester Zoo, York Dungeon ( a few escaped this time) and 
the Minster and also South Yorkshire venues of Magna, Yorkshire Wildlife Park and the 
National Mining Museum. During Rewards Weeks, students (and the enthusiastic staff)  
bounced at Insane Air, laughed at the Minions, stayed super-cool at the Ice Arena, knocked 
the pins over at Hollywood Bowl, swung through the trees at Go Ape and lasered each other 
at Lazerzone.  

BBEC continues to set the trail for rewarding our students for showing school values and BBEC continues to set the trail for rewarding our students for showing school values and 
being wonderful ambassadors for our school. Mr. Ryan has many people to thank for these 
successful trips, including our admin and first aid teams and all the staff who supported and 
led the trips. The only downside was the extreme weather cancelling the BDAT Sports Days, 
but in 2023 we will try again!



BBEC DAY TRIPPING



In Maths City we had a lot of fun, it was a discovery centre in Trinity Leeds. There was 
something for everyone:  strategy puzzles, sciencey things, Maths things. After all of 
that my favourite was the Leonardo Dome because it took strategy to make big and 
small squares to build it up. Once it was built we went inside and poked our hands and 
heads out of the dome. We all stood up and it collapsed. It was fun to watch but also 
kind of sad to see all of our hard work go to waste. I also enjoyed the mirror room 
because the mirrors’ reflections bounced off each other and you saw yourself an 
infinite amount of times. It was a fun time and an experience that is hard to replicate. infinite amount of times. It was a fun time and an experience that is hard to replicate. 

On the 5th of April, 35 students in Years 7 and 8 were rewarded for their hard work on Hegarty 
Maths homework over the last two terms with a trip to MathsCity Leeds. I will leave it to the students 
to explain what we got up to... 



'I liked the range of activities and how interactive they were'

I had so much fun at Maths City Leeds. We got to do so many activities like make a 
cube and solve puzzles. My favourite part was when we got to go inside a bubble 
because it was something I've never experienced before. We also got to make a 
Leonardo Dome and it was so much fun because we all worked together and finished. 
We even got to go inside it and stick our hands and heads out and at the end I had fun 
destroying it. I want to thank everyone at Maths City Leeds for letting us have such a 
great experience.

I enjoyed the Giant bubble machine because it was as if you were inside of a bubble so 
it's cool. I also enjoyed Genius square as I competed against my friends and had fun. I 
had a really good time and would go again.

Maths City was a great place to visit. It reminded me of Wonderlab (A Bradford Media 
Museum exhibit) but a bit smaller. We played games like Genius Square and Wolf and 
Hounds. We learnt how maths is everywhere in the world and is a necessity to learn.



During Deaf Awareness Week, every tutor group learnt how to sign some basic 
phrases in British Sign Language (BSL) such as "good morning", "how are you" and 
"thank you". My form, 7DSI, particularly enjoyed learning these phrases, and 
students who had some prior knowledge of BSL were able to teach the rest of the 
class extra skills, like how to sign their names. Students showed a lot of courtesy and 
kindness during the session, and some have been ambitious enough to learn more 
BSL to use in the future!



Curry Competition

Fifteen Year 9 students were selected to take part in the Bradford School Curry 
competition which was hosted at BBEC by director of ‘My Lahore’ restaurants, Ishfaq 
Farooq and the Head Chef of his flagship restaurant based in Bradford. 

Students worked tirelessly throughout the afternoon to produce a ‘chicken masala’ 
curry, using My Lahore’s not-so-secret recipe, and culinary expertise from the Head 
Chef. All students’ work was tasted and judged by the visitors and three winners 
were selected: Kadi, Thomas and Henley. 

Ishfaq Farooq, who is a former BBEC pupil, said about the event on Twitter: “It was Ishfaq Farooq, who is a former BBEC pupil, said about the event on Twitter: “It was 
great to visit my old school @bbec, after nearly two decades, but this time to teach 
the next generation how to cook one of the nation’s favourite dishes: the classic 
@mylahore chicken masala curry. Brilliant cooking skills shown by the students. 
#Bradford2025”

All three winning students will be entered into a prize draw at Bradford Curry All three winning students will be entered into a prize draw at Bradford Curry 
Awards night on July 25th, to be in with a chance to win £500 for BBEC and a meal 
for up to six members of their family at a restaurant of their choice. Students will be 
up against Carlton Bolling and Bronte Girls’ school, so fingers crossed!



Positive Choices
Workshop

On 28th April, 150 Year 8 and Year 9 students engaged in a series of workshops looking at 
making positive life choices. The day was run by the Leeds United Foundation outreach 
programme and West Yorkshire Police. 

Students were given opportunities to question people who had made life choices that had Students were given opportunities to question people who had made life choices that had 
a negative impact on their lives and the lives of their families. The day focused on County 
Lines, knife and gun crime and drug and alcohol abuse. There was also a key note speech 
by Sarah Lloyd who lost her son to knife crime. It was a thought provoking and engaging 
experience for all involved and we have  secured funding to repeat it during the next 
academic year.



After a long year of placing students on work experience, during the week commencing 4th July 
around 140 of our Year 10 students went on a work experience placement in the West Yorkshire 
region. Students went to placements as diverse as art galleries, engineering firms and even a dairy 
farm. Employer feedback was extremely positive with one employer saying that “if he was old enough 
I would hire him on the spot”. I am so proud of all our students who took their first steps into the 
world of work showing ambition and resilience throughout. 

Some students who missed out on work experience placements were given the opportunity to work Some students who missed out on work experience placements were given the opportunity to work 
with our partner organisations, Yorkshire Building Society and Lloyds Banking Group, on a virtual 
work experience opportunity. This experience gave students vital skills in communication and 
teamwork that they can take into their next steps following school. Feedback from the students was 
that it improved their confidence in sharing their ideas and working in a team as well as supporting 
them with their presentation skills. Lloyds were particularly proud of how the students showed the 
BBEC values throughout. Well done to all those who completed it.



Come Try Festival
Mr Pollard and Mr Haigh took four students to the Disability Athletics Come Try 
Festival at the John Charles Centre for Sport in Leeds in July. Representing school 
from Year 7 were Logan, Jacob and Alfie and from Year 8 we had Alfie 
competing. Mr Pollard was blown away by the ambition, resilience and 
enthusiasm the students displayed, winning all three running events and 
competing well in throwing and jumping events. All four of the boys had a 
fantastic day.

The event finished earlier than planned and Mr Pollard asked the staff at the The event finished earlier than planned and Mr Pollard asked the staff at the 
John Charles Centre for Sport if they could give the boys a tour. They happily 
agreed and took the time to show the students around the facilities, which 
included the diving pool which Tom Daley uses to train, the swimming pool in 
which world records have been set and they even introduced the boys to the 
game of bowls which they enjoyed immensely!



A group of Year 7 students went to the West Yorkshire Schools' games summer 
festival on 13th July. They had the opportunity to take part in a variety of sports and 
activities including boxing, capture the flag, football, skate-boarding and 
orienteering.

 The final event of the day was a 'colour run' where they were given white t shirts 
and encouraged to do two laps of a 400m track whilst getting paint thrown at them! 
A good day was had by all. 





This term we entertained Laisterdyke in the third test of a three-test series. BBEC 
won the first game in May; June saw us narrowly lose 36-32 at Laisterdyke in a 
frustrating manner. We knew we had a lot to work on in the six weeks between the 
games.

We are happy to report we won the last game at home, 56-0 in a dominating We are happy to report we won the last game at home, 56-0 in a dominating 
performance. The team lost the benefit of having their coach on the side-lines to 
refereeing duty, which meant Haris and Mason had to run the team from on the 
pitch and Brandon had to juggle being a water boy and team manager. For them to 
demonstrate the leadership skills and still come away with such a win was inspiring 
to witness and filled the coach with so much pride they realy did embody the values 
of ambition and resilience. The boys stuck to the strategy and enjoyed an emphatic 
win.win.
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