
Curriculum Map: Year 9 Music 

 Half Term 1 Half 

Term 2 

Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

Topic Creating a masterpiece (Theme and 

Variation) 

Dance Music (Minimalism) Music for stage and screen How do you write a No. 1 hit? 

Intent The scheme of learning begins by 

exploring basic ways to vary an 

existing theme using the elements of 

music and simple musical devices in 

terms of changing: pitch (octave), 

timbre and sonority, articulation, 

tempo, dynamics, rhythm and adding: 

pedal, drone, ostinato, rhythm, 

decoration (passing notes).    

This is then developed by 

progressively exploring and using 

more complex variation techniques 

including: augmentation, diminution 

(revision of note values), canon/round 

and adding a counter melody, before 

students learn how to vary a theme 

using changes in tonality and 

investigate how inversion, retrograde 

and retrograde inversion can be 

applied to a theme as more advanced 

variation techniques.   

Dance music takes an explorative look 

into rhythm, chords and metre in a 

variety of different types, styles and 

genres of dance music.  By exploring 

the characteristic musical features of 

dance music from different times and 

places, students will understand the 

important connection between the 

steps, movement and formation of the 

dance and how these are inter-related 

within musical features such as time, 

metre, rhythms and chords in the 

music. 

The scheme of learning begins 

with an introduction into the 

purpose of film music and the 

decisions and challenges a 

composer of film music faces.   

Leitmotifs are an important 

aspect of film music and 

students explore how 

composers have used these to 

represent certain characters 

and situations within films and 

how, through the manipulation 

of the elements of music, these 

can be changed to suit different 

on-screen situations.   

This scheme of learning begins by 

exploring ‘What Makes a Good 

Song?’ through practical musical 

investigation of two ‘good’ songs as 

case studies: “Shape of You” by Ed 

Sheeran and “Shotgun” by George 

Ezra.  Students explore Hooks/Riffs, 

Structure, Melody and Lyrics 

through listening and analysis and 

performing parts of each song as 

short musical arrangements.   

Students learn about the 

importance of Hooks and Riffs, 

Popular Song Structure and the 

various difference 

components/sections within, 

Melodic Motion (Conjunct and 

Disjunct Motion) and Lyrics within 

both these case studies and a range 

of other popular songs.   

Key 

Knowledge 

To develop a knowledge and 

understanding of how the Elements of 

Music can be used and manipulated 

as a basic form of musical variation to 

an existing theme or melody. 

Know, understand, and use other 

musical devices that can be changed 

or added to, to provide musical 

Understand the connection between 

the steps, movement and formation of 

dances and the inter-related musical 

features within the music that 

accompanies them. 

Understand how different dance 

music genres use different time 

signatures and metres and how these 

relate to the dance. 

How music can enhance the 

visual images and dramatic 

impact of film and can reflect 

the emotional and narrative 

messages of the drama. 

How timing is a crucial factor in 

the composition and 

performance of music for film. 

Understand the different textural 

and structural elements of a 

song/popular song. Understand and 

use the different musical 

information given on a lead sheet in 

creating a Musical Arrangement of a 

Popular Song. 



variation to an existing theme or 

melody.  

Understand Variation Form as a type 

of musical Form and Structure.   

Understand how dance music is 

chiefly made up of primary chords, 

using chords I, IV, V, V7 and seventh 

chords in a range of simple major and 

minor keys. 

Understand how different dances use 

characteristic dance rhythms within 

their music. 

Describe the different accompaniment 

patterns and textures in dance music 

from different times and places. 

How film music can change the 

viewer’s interpretation of a 

scene. 

How to create an effective 

musical narrative for a film 

scene, using appropriate 

techniques to create an 

intended effect. 

Key Skills Identify geographic/cultural context of 

a piece of music. 

Develop composition skills and an 

understanding of how the elements of 

music can be used and manipulated 

as a basic form of musical variation to 

an existing theme or melody.  

Know, understand, and use other 

musical devices that can be changed 

or added to, to provide musical 

variation to an existing theme or 

melody. 

Understand changes in twentieth 

century music and how composers 

‘broke away’ from late-Romantic ideals. 

Understand that twentieth century 

music consistent of many different 

types, styles, movements and genres.  

Understand and demonstrate how 

minimalist composers develop pieces 

from small starting points.  

Know and demonstrate the 

compositional and serialist techniques 

used by expressionist composers.  

Manipulate motifs and tone rows 

using a variety of musical development 

techniques.  

Develop understanding of using a 

music sequencer. 

How music can enhance the 

visual images and dramatic 

impact of film and can reflect 

the emotional and narrative 

messages of the drama. 

How timing is a crucial factor in 

the composition and 

performance of music for film. 

How film music can change the 

viewer’s interpretation of a 

scene. 

How to create an effective 

musical narrative for a film 

scene, using appropriate 

techniques to create an 

intended effect.  

Develop understanding of using 

a music sequencer. 

Understand the different textural 

and structural elements of a 

song/popular song. 

Understand and use the different 

musical information given on a lead 

sheet in creating a musical 

arrangement of a popular song.  

Compose original melodies, with 

extended range, to a given chord 

sequence.  

Write lyrics to a brief. 

Develop performance skills on a 

range of band instruments – 

ukulele, guitar, bass guitar and 

drum kit. 

Key 

Vocabulary 

Melody, theme, variation, 

canon/round, ground bass, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, counter melody, 

timbre and sonority, articulation 

(legato and staccato), inversion, 

retrograde, retrograde inversions 

pedal note, drone, melodic 

Atonality, polytonality, chromaticism, 

dissonance and discords, timbre and 

sonority, minimalism, motif, rhythmic 

motif, melodic motif, phase shift, 

phase in/out, metamorphosis, additive 

melody, isorhythmic, overlap, 

expressionism, serialism, tone row, 

Leitmotif, soundtrack, theme 

song, mickey-mousing, 

concord/discord, chromaticism, 

sequencing, storyboard, 

‘borrowed’ music, musical 

intervals, click tracks/timing, 

theme, sound effects, motif, 

Popular song structure, 

introduction, verse, strophic, link, 

pre-chorus, chorus, bridge, coda, 

lyrics, hook, riff, melody, 

countermelody, texture, chords, 

accompaniment, bass line, lead 

sheet, arrangement, cover version, 



decoration, ostinato, tonality, major 

and minor. 

augmentation, diminution, retrograde, 

inversion, tones and semitones, 

hexachords. 

timbre and sonority, musical 

cliches, diegetic and non-

diegetic music. 

melodic motion, conjunct, disjunct, 

range, melismatic, syllabic, 

instruments, timbre and sonority. 

End Point 1 x keyboard performance of theme.  

1 x keyboard perform in retrograde. 

1 x keyboard perform inverted. 

1 x keyboard perform in 

augmentation. 

1 x keyboard perform in diminution. 

1 x composition based on a theme to 

included theme and variation 

techniques. 

 

1 x minimalist composition. 

1 x serialism composition. 

1 x composition for silent film. 

1 x composition for film trailer. 

1 x cover of popular song from 2015 

onwards. 

1 x group pop song composition. 

Form of 

Assessment 

Recording of 

performances/compositions. 

Recording of 

performances/compositions. 

Recording of 

performances/compositions. 

Recording of 

performances/compositions. 

Enrichment 

opportunities 

Watching and listening, or attending 

live musical concerts, that include 

“Theme and Variations” music. 

Listening to Balinese and Javanese 

Gamelan music in which 

embellishment (heterophonic 

textures) and variation techniques are 

central features of the musical style. 

Performing Theme and Variations 

from the unit within a school concert 

or assembly setting.   

Watching performances of dances 

from different times and places, 

making connections between the 

dance steps, formation and movement 

and the accompanying music. 

Watching extracts from BBC’s “Strictly 

Come Dancing” which popularised 

Ballroom and Latin Dance in the 21st 

Century focusing on the 

accompanying music to different 

dances.   

Attending theatrical 

productions with live original 

music e.g. some carefully 

chosen musicals. 

Inviting local composers who 

may have written music for film 

and TV to lead workshops and 

talk about their technical and 

musical procedures behind 

their music. 

Watching musical concerts (e.g. 

“Film Music Proms” etc.) of film 

music being performed by an 

orchestra both with the moving 

image and also in isolation as 

concert suites. 

Visiting a recording studio to see 

how a popular song is recorded in 

terms of different tracks, layers and 

channels and how music technology 

is used.   

Leadership 

opportunities 

Lead their group by conducting or 

giving feedback. 

Lead their group by conducting or 

giving feedback. 

Lead their group by conducting 

or giving feedback. 

Lead their group by conducting or 

giving feedback. 

 


