
Curriculum Map: Year 8 Music 
 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

Topic How does African music foster 

togetherness? (West African Ensembles) 

How has music narrated the struggle for 

racial equality? (Blues & Jazz) 

How have the Beatles influenced modern 

music?  

Intent These schemes of learning intend to expose students to the chronology of the development of music in the West and the significance 

cultures from around the work have had on its development. These schemes of learning intend to develop students ’ awareness of cultural 

identify along with acceptance, tolerance and respect for cultures that differ from our own emphasising the significance of music as a 

medium that transcends age, ethnicity, gender, tolerance and other relevant protected characteristics.  

Key Knowledge The development of music from West Africa 

and how the slave trade transported African 

musical influences on the West.  

How the slave trade influenced cultural 

identity in the Americas and the subsequent 

creation of Blues and Jazz.  

How Blues and Jazz influenced modern music 

and the impact they had on most Western 

genres of modern music.  

Key Skills Identify geographic/cultural context of a 

piece of music. 

Perform multiple parts in time with fluency 

and accuracy.  

Perform rhythms using rhythm grids in 

simple time. 

Perform rhythms using staff notation in 

simple time. 

Compose rhythms using rhythm grids in 

simple time. 

Compose rhythms using rhythm grids in 

simple time. 

Perform pieces with a variety of textures. 

Compose pieces with a variety of textures. 

 

Identify geographic/cultural context of a 

piece of music. 

Keyboard performance skills including 

dexterity, co-ordination, accuracy, and timing. 

Perform multiple parts in time with fluency 

and accuracy.  

Further develop sight reading skills using 

treble clef with an extended range. 

Understand and perform chord 

accompaniment – I, IV and V. 

Understand, perform and compose more 

complex rhythms that feature in Blues music. 

Develop understanding of different bass lines 

within music.  

Improvisation. 

Identify geographic/cultural context of a 

piece of music. 

Write lyrics to a brief. 

Develop performance skills on a range of 

band instruments – ukulele, guitar, bass 

guitar and drum kit. 

Compose a with melody, with extended 

range, for voice or keyboard to accompany 

lyrics.  

Identify tonality of a piece of music and 

function in a socio/cultural context. 

Demonstrate secure ensemble skills with 

awareness of timing and balance with other 

performers. 

Key Vocabulary Traditional west African instruments, 

djembe, djembe fola, rhythm, pulse, beat, 

tempo/tempi, fast, slow, moderate, rhythm 

grid, staff notation, semibreve, minim, 

crotchet, quaver(s), semi-quaver(s), time-

signature, bar, bar line, ostinato, cyclic 

rhythm, ensemble, monophony, 

homophony, polyphony and antiphony. 

Layout of piano/keyboard, ‘middle C’, treble 

clef staff notation, stave, staff lines and 

spaces, scale, left hand, right hand, 

melody/tune, finger position, chords, and 

octave, C major chord, F major chord, G 

major chords (and 7ths where appropriate), 

12 Bar Blues chord sequence, 12 bar blues 

walking bass line, swinging rhythm, Blues 

scale in C, improvisation using Blues scale – 

Scat singing and keyboard. 

Drum kit, ukulele, guitar, bass guitar, 

keyboard, pop song structure, primary 

chords, secondary chords, major, minor, lead 

sheet notation, chord diagrams (piano, 

ukulele, guitar, bass), ensemble awareness, 

timing, balance, dynamics, fluency, 

independent rehearsal skills, 12 bar blues 

chord sequence, lyric writing, melismatic, 

syllabic, hook, riff. 



End Point 1 x whole class djembe performance. 

1 x small group djembe performance. 

1 x small group djembe composition. 

1 x keyboard performance – 12 Bar Blues. 

1 x keyboard performance – 12 Bar Blues 

and walking bass line. 

1 x keyboard performance – improvisation. 

1 x keyboard performance – Blues piece. 

1 x group performance of Beatles piece. 

1 x group composition influenced by 

conventions of popular music from 1960s on 

wards. 

Form of Assessment Recording of performances/compositions. Recording of performances/compositions. Recording of performances/compositions. 

Enrichment opportunities African Drumming Club. 

Percussion peripatetic lessons. 

School of Rock Club. 

Keyboard peripatetic instrumental lessons. 

School of Rock Club. 

Keyboard peripatetic instrumental lessons. 

Leadership opportunities Lead their group by conducting or giving 

feedback. 

Lead their group by conducting or giving 

feedback. 

Lead their group by conducting or giving 

feedback. 

 


