
Curriculum Map: Year 8 Geography 
 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

Topic My Country 

 

Human Disasters Water Landscapes - 

Coasts 

Africa Mountain Ecosystems Energy Resources 

Intent To investigate the social 

and economic factors 

which underpin the 

importance of London. 

 

 

 

To investigate how 

human actions 

have contributed to 

disasters around 

the world which 

have had Social, 

Economic and 

Environmental 

impacts. 

To better 

understand the 

processes, 

landforms and 

importance of water 

landscapes. 

To improve 

knowledge of the 

‘wider world’ by 

exploring the human 

and physical 

geography of Africa. 

To understand the impact 

climate has on ecosystems 

in high altitude 

environments. 

To investigate the 

options available to 

power our needs, 

identifying renewable 

and non-renewable 

options and their 

advantages and 

disadvantages. 

Key 

Knowledge 

To investigate the 

importance of London 

and the contrasts and 

comparison within the 

UK. 

To investigate how 

the actions of 

humans can impact 

negatively on 

populations and 

environments. 

To understand how 

fluvial processes 

form landforms and 

how the 

management of 

these can be 

approached. 

To Investigate the 

area of East Africa, 

with a focus on its 

people and 

environment. 

To investigate how 

changing altitude and 

climate impact on the 

adaptation of plants, 

animals, and people. 

To understand how 

resources such as 

energy have 

consequences both 

locally and globally. 

Key Skills Map skills, using data,  

locational knowledge,  

understanding processes,  

application of knowledge 

and  

key terms, comparisons,  

analysis , evaluation. 

 

Map skills, using 

data,  

locational 

knowledge,  

understanding 

processes,  

application of 

knowledge and  

key terms, 

comparisons,  

analysis , 

evaluation. 

Map skills, using 

data,  

locational 

knowledge,  

understanding 

processes,  

application of 

knowledge and  

key terms, 

comparisons,  

analysis , evaluation. 

Map skills, using 

data,  

locational 

knowledge,  

understanding 

processes,  

application of 

knowledge and  

key terms, 

comparisons,  

analysis , evaluation. 

Map skills, using data,  

locational knowledge,  

understanding processes,  

application of knowledge 

and  

key terms, comparisons,  

analysis , evaluation. 

Map skills, using data,  

locational knowledge,  

understanding 

processes,  

application of knowledge 

and  

key terms, comparisons,  

analysis , evaluation. 

Key 

Vocabulary 

British Isles   

United Kingdom   

Great Britain   

Capital city  

Energy   

Corruption   

Oil   

Environment  

Precipitation  

Condensation  

Evaporation  

Transpiration  

Perception   

Misconception  

Continent    

Country  

Ecosystem   

Mountain  

Mountain Range  

Altitude  

Natural Resource   

Malnutrition   

Dehydration  

Obesity   



Relief   

Landscape   

Terrain   

North South divide   

Unemployment    

Population distribution  

Population density  

Densely populated  

Sparsely populated  

Urban  

Rural  

Migration  

Push Factors  

Life expectancy   

Pull Factors  

Disposable income   

Site   

National   

International   

Social deprivation   

Inequality   

Anomalies   

Domino effect   

Regeneration   

 

 

 

Genocide   

Identity   

Civil War   

Refugee   

Displaced   

Migration    

International aid   

Port   

Plastic   

Gyre   

Pollution   

Wildlife   

Consumption   

Distribution   

Rainforest   

Logging   

Dam   

Mining   

Supply chain   

 

Groundwater flow  

Surface run-off  

Function  

Drainage basin   

Source  

Mouth  

Watershed  

Confluence  

Tributary  

Channel  

Nile / Amazon  

Recreation  

Irrigation  

Benefit  

Erosion / Deposition  

Transportation  

Altitude / Gradient  

River load  

Retreat  

Abrasion/corrasion  

Hydraulic action  

Coast  

Conservation, Port  

Fetch  

Swash / Backwash  

Construct   

Destruct  

Crack / Cave / Arch  

Stack  / Stump  

Management  

Absorb  

Refract  

Hard engineering 

Tropical Rainforest   

Tropical Grassland   

Desert  

Tectonic Plate   

Rift Valley  

Maasai  

Landscape   

Savannah   

Pastoral Nomad    

Seasonal rotation  

National Park   

Indigenous people  

Life expectancy   

Birth Rate   

Death Rate  

Infant mortality   

Urban Population   

GNI  

Corruption  

Barriers   

Development  

Water surplus   

Water transfer 

scheme  

Palm oil   

Biodiversity   

Commodity  

Plantation  

 

  

Ben Nevis  

Summit  

Snowdon  

Contour line  

Topography   

Fold  

Fault block  

Dome  

Anticline  

Syncline  

Relief Rainfall  

Rain Shadow  

Pennines  

Adaptation  

Treeline   

Alpine  

Physical  

Behavioural   

Hibernate  

Organism  

Opportunity  

Affluent  

Resort  

Scenery  

Challenge  

Avalanche  

Ageing population  

Adaption  

Mitigation  

Vegetation  

Climate change  

Indigenous  

Preserve  

Civilisation  

Scarcity   

Consumer    

Energy security  

Energy surplus  

Energy deficit  

Renewable  

Non-renewable  

Fossil Fuels  

Exploit  

Trans-Alaskan pipeline  

Challenge   

Solution  

Renewable  

Sustainable  

Dispute  

Terrain  

Stakeholder  

Glacier   

Thermal   

Tectonic plate  

Volcano   

Turbine   

Fracking   

Extract  

Self-sufficient  

Reserves  

Conserve  

Efficiency  

Carbon footprint  

Sustainable  

Tram  

Freiburg  



Key Reading Atlas 

Connections 

 

Atlas Journalism 

extracts 

Atlas Connections Atlas Atlas Atlas 

AQA Oxford Text – Cases 

study Freiburg 

End Point To better understand the 

importance of London 

and the contrasts and 

comparison within the 

UK. 

To better 

understand how 

the actions of 

humans can impact 

negatively on 

populations and 

environments. 

To better 

understand how 

fluvial processes 

form landforms and 

how the 

management of 

these can be 

approached. 

To better 

understand the area 

of East Africa, with a 

focus on its people 

and environment. 

To better understand how 

changing altitude and 

climate impact on the 

adaptation of plants, 

animals and people. 

To better understand 

how resources such as 

energy have 

consequences both 

locally and globally. 

Form of 

Assessment 

DIRT activities embedded 

twice into the unit to give 

an opportunity for 

students to reflect on 

what they have learnt so 

far. 

DIRT activities 

embedded twice 

into the unit to give 

an opportunity for 

students to reflect 

on what they have 

learnt so far. 

DIRT activities 

embedded twice into 

the unit to give 

students an 

opportunity to reflect 

on what they have 

learnt so far. 

+ End of term 

assessment. 

DIRT activities 

embedded twice into 

the unit to give 

students an 

opportunity to reflect 

on what they have 

learnt so far. 

DIRT activities embedded 

twice into the unit to give 

students an opportunity to 

reflect on what they have 

learnt so far. 

DIRT activities 

embedded twice into 

the unit to  give students 

an opportunity to reflect 

on what they have learnt 

so far. 

+ End of term 

assessment. 

Leadership 

opportunities 

Opportunity for discussion and debates. 

 

 


