
Curriculum Map: Year 7 Geography 
 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

Topic My World 

 

Natural Hazards Ice Landscapes China Tropical Ecosystems Water resources - 

Rivers 

Intent To learn what maps are 

and how to use them. 

 

To describe where I live 

using geographical 

terminology. 

To learn about the 

causes and impacts of 

volcanic hazards. 

 

To learn about the 

impacts, responses 

and management of 

earthquake hazards. 

To understand the 

location of the 

world’s coldest 

places.  

 

To learn how they 

can be used as 

areas of 

opportunity and 

recognise the 

challenges they 

present. 

To improve 

knowledge of the 

‘wider world’ by 

exploring the 

human and 

physical 

geography of 

China. 

To understand the impact climate 

has on ecosystems in low latitude 

environments. 

To better 

understand the 

processes, 

landforms and 

importance of 

water landscapes – 

rivers. 

Key 

Knowledge 

Where do I live? 

-Compass points 

-What is a map used 

for? 

-Where is the UK 

located in the world? 

-What are the UK’s main 

features? 

-How can I use scale, 

symbols and 

coordinates on maps? 

-What is relief on a 

map? 

 

What are volcanoes? 

Where are they 

found?  

How are they formed? 

What are the different 

types of volcano? 

What happens when a 

volcano erupts? 

To be able to 

describe the 

location of glaciers. 

How cold 

environments 

present 

opportunities and 

challenges for 

people living in cold 

environments. 

Where is China? 

What are the key 

causes of rural to 

urban migration? 

What are the 

environmental 

consequences of 

China’s economic 

success? 

How successful is 

the 3 gorges 

dam? 

Why are tropical ecosystems hot 

and wet? 

How have plants, animals and 

people adapted? 

How are rainforests used and 

which ways are least and most 

concerning? 

How do rivers 

erode, transport 

and deposit 

materials? How do 

these processes 

create landforms? 

How do we use 

rivers socially and 

economically? 

What impacts do 

we have on river 

environments? 

Key Skills Locational knowledge, 

map skills, writing skills, 

debate, evaluation, 

decision making. 

 

 

Locational knowledge, 

map skills, writing 

skills, debate, 

evaluation, decision 

making. 

 

Locational 

knowledge, map 

skills, writing skills, 

debate, evaluation, 

decision making. 

Locational 

knowledge, map 

skills, writing skills, 

debate, 

evaluation, 

decision making. 

Locational knowledge, map skills, 

writing skills, debate, evaluation, 

decision making. 

Locational 

knowledge, map 

skills, writing skills, 

debate, evaluation, 

decision making. 



Key 

Vocabulary 

Physical Geography, 

Human Geography,  

Location, Hemisphere,  

Continent, British Isles,  

United Kingdom, Great 

Britain, Emigration, 

Immigration, 

Push/pull factors, 

Compass, Grid 

references,   

Settlement, Nomadic   

Fertile soil, 

Industrialisation, 

Manufacturing, 

Population  

Migration, Pull Factors  

Atmospheric hazard,   

Geological hazard,   

Natural hazard,  

Core, Mantle   

Crust, Continental 

drift, Plate tectonics, 

Epicentre    

Pangea, Convection 

currents, Volcano, 

Shield, Composite,   

Primary effect,   

Secondary effect,  

Seismic wave, 

Focus, Distribution,   

Prediction, Prevention, 

Protection  

 

Arctic, Antarctica,  

North/south pole,  

Precipitation,  

Uninhabitable,  

Ice age, Last glacial 

maximum, Extinct,   

Albedo, Pangea   

Reflect, Glacier   

Erosion, Plucking,   

Abrasion, Freeze 

thaw, weathering,  

Deposition,   

Transportation,   

Landform,    

Pyramidal peak,   

Tarn, Fossil fuels,   

Corrie, Arete,   

River valley,   

U shaped valley,   

V shaped valley,  

Truncated spur,   

Ribbon lake,   

Greenhouse effect,   

Orbital changes,   

Sunspot activity,   

Deforestation.   

 

Physical 

Geography,   

Human 

Geography,   

Location,   

Hemisphere,  

Continent,  

Gobi Desert,  

Tibetan Plateau,   

Yangtze River,  

Population, 

distribution,  

Population 

density,  

Densely 

populated,  

Sparsely 

populated,  

Urban,  

Rural Migration,  

Push Factors,  

Pull Factors.  

 

Abundance, Adaption, Amphibian,   

Anaesthesia,   

Annotations,   

Annual, Bauxite   

Biodiversity, Buttress root, 

Canopy, Carbon footprint,  

Characteristic,   

Conservationist,   

Critical thinking,   

Culprit, Decaying, 

Deforestation, 

Ecotourism, Emergent, Encounter,   

Endangered, Epiphyte, Ethnicities,   

Exploit, Explorer,   

Export, Extinct, Fauna, Flora,    

Forest floor, Harvest,   

Humid, Hydroelectric,   

Indigenous, Isolated,   

Logging, Mahogany,  

Mammal, Mining,  

National Park,    

Necessity, Nomadic,   

Originate, Precipitation,   

Ranching, Reptile,  

Shrub layer,   

Sustainable,  

Temperate,   

Transportation,  

Tropical, 

Under canopy,  

Vegetation   

Wig   

World heritage site   

Hydrological Cycle,  

Evaporation,    

Precipitation,  

Condensation,  

Resource, 

Water security, 

Water insecurity,  

Water Surplus,  

Water deficient,   

Water stress,  

Irrigation, Shaduf,   

Archimedes Screw,  

Canal, Irrigation   

UNESCO, World 

Heritage,   

Hydroelectric 

power,  

Silting, Turbine,  

Water scarcity,   

Cholera, Typhoid,   

Contamination,  

River course,  

Recreation,   

Habitats, Grey 

water,   

Conservation,  

Water efficiency,  

Contamination,  

Habitat, Global 

warming.  

 

  

 

 

  

 



Key Reading OS maps 

Simplified UK maps, 

Atlas 

Atlas 

Interactions 

Atlas 

 

Atlas 

Newspaper 

articles 

Atlas 

Connections 

Atlas 

Foundations 

End Point To be able to describe 

where I live and use 

maps to identify, find 

and describe the 

location of places using 

appropriate 

terminology and skills. 

 

To be able to describe 

and explain the 

causes and impacts of  

Earthquakes and 

volcanic hazards. 

To be able to locate 

the world’s cold 

areas and recognise 

the opportunities 

and challenges they 

present. 

To appreciate 

how China is a 

county of diversity 

and contrasts and 

has become an 

economic 

superpower. 

To recognise the importance of 

our most biodiverse ecosystem 

and how we affect this delicate 

balance. 

To better 

understand how 

fluvial processes 

form landforms and 

how the 

management of 

these can be 

approached. 

Form of 

Assessment 

DIRT activities 

embedded twice into 

the unit to give students 

an opportunity to reflect 

on what they have 

learnt so far. 

 

DIRT activities 

embedded twice into 

the unit to give 

students an 

opportunity to reflect 

on what they have 

learnt so far. 

 

DIRT activities 

embedded twice 

into the unit to give 

students an 

opportunity to 

reflect on what they 

have learnt so far. 

+ End of term 

assessment 

DIRT activities 

embedded twice 

into the unit to 

give students an 

opportunity to 

reflect on what 

they have learnt 

so far. 

 

DIRT activities embedded twice 

into the unit to give students an 

opportunity to reflect on what 

they have learnt so far. 

 

DIRT activities 

embedded twice 

into the unit to give 

students an 

opportunity to 

reflect on what they 

have learnt so far. 

+ End of term 

assessment 

Leadership 

opportunities 

Opportunity for discussion and debate. 

 

 


