
The Romans 

Where from? Rome (Italy)         When? 55AD 

Why did they come? 

• They had many natural resources in England 

• The Romans were in France so it was quick to invade 

• England seemed like an easy target for them to attack 

How did they change Britain? The Romans gave England a language 

(Latin) sanitation improved including public baths, aqueducts and toilets and new 

technology such as roads and clean water systems. 

The Anglo Saxons 

Where from? Germany, Denmark & Netherlands When? 400AD 

Why did they come? 

• Britain had natural resources used for growing crops 

• They used the rivers as a way of transporting goods and natural resources 

• Lots of wood used to built boats 

How did they change Britain? Christianity became key in society. They 

now had many monasteries and church became very important. They also gave us 

the titles of different counties and they changed the language to old English.  

The Vikings 

Where from? Scandinavia   When? 793AD attack on Lindisfarne 

Why did they come? 

• Where they lived was very rocky and cold  

• Used Britain as a stop off point in trading missions  

• Began by attacking rich monasteries like Lindisfarne and decided to stay 

How did they change Britain? Did not change completely form Anglo 

Saxons. They both used similar building materials, had similar ways of running 

their settlements and wore similar clothes. However, the Vikings had their own 

religious beliefs and these were based on the Norse gods (such as Odin and Thor).  

The Normans 

Where from? Normandy (France)  When? 1066 

Why did they come? 

William believed he was the rightful heir to the throne as he was 

promised the throne by the old King Edward. He believed Harold 

promised to help him.  

 

How did they change Britain? 

Feudal system was introduced as a hierarchy of power and loyalty. 

Domesday book was created to find out how much money and land was 

owned by every civilian. Castles were built so William could control the 

country and protect himself from invasions.  

The Early Elizabethan Settlers to America 

Where?  Roanoke     When? 1500’s 

Why did they travel? Elizabeth as a woman was seen as a weak ruler, if she 

could protect her kingdom or even set up her own empire she would look 

stronger. Elizabeth realised that England would gather a reputation as successful 

explorers and she would look like a strong ruler. 

How did they change America? Walter Raleigh set up a private company 

and sent his sailors across the ocean where they discovered America and brought 

her back tobacco and potatoes. John White tried settling. However, the 

disappearance of the 'Lost Colony' was a hard blow, and the vision of America as 

a source of instant wealth disappeared with it. The dream to establish a 

permanent colony in Virginia was not realised until the settlement of Jamestown 

by the Virginia Company in 1607. Although these first attempts at colonising 

America ended in failure, the drive and ambition of Elizabeth's adventurers laid 

the foundation for the successes that followed. 

The Virginia Company 

Where? Jamestown, Virginia         When? 1607 

Why did they come? It was set up in 1606 with the aim of setting up a 

permanent English settlement in America. There was an increasing demand for 

tobacco in Europe and a company that could provide that tobacco would make 

lots of money. 

How did they change America? 

King James I dissolved the Virginia Company and made Virginia into an official 

crown colony, with Jamestown as its capital, in 1624. The Powhatan people 

continued to fight against the colony but Jamestown continued to grow stronger, 

and the Natives were forced to sign a peace treaty that gave away most of the 

Native Americans land and forced them to pay an annual tribute to the Settlers.  

The Pilgrim Fathers 

Where? 1620       When? Boston 

Why did they come? Disliked Religion in England as it was not simple 

enough. They were being persecuted for their beliefs so they decided to find a 

new place. They did not originally want to settle in America. 

How did they change America? A deadly war broke out with the Natives 

and many people were killed. The colonists ultimately defeated the Natives but 

suffered big causalities and many towns and farms were destroyed. By 1630, their 

numbers were such that the Puritans were able to establish the Massachusetts 

Bay Company and establish Boston, which was to grow as a major port.  The city 

of Boston remains to this very day. 

The Slave Trade 

Where? West Indies/America        When?  1619-1807 

Why did they use slaves?  British settlers in America did not have enough 

people to do the work for themselves.  

British settlers could make money by selling tobacco and cotton back to Britain.  

The capture of African slaves supplied free labour to the colonists. 

How did they change America?  Enslaved Africans had a major impact 

on American culture. They brought with them dances, food, traditions, clothes 

and music.  For example, the creation of the banjo (a guitar-like instrument) was 

influenced by African music. Racism and white supremacy in America can also be 

traced back to slavery. More than 55 per cent of those enslaved were taken to 

Brazil and Spanish South America. Brazil now has the second largest black 

population of any country in the world outside of Nigeria.  

India  

When?  1757 

Why? India was both a huge source of cheap labour (workforce) with 300million 

workers and a large market for British goods. This meant Britain could make more 

money as they did not have to pay the Indian citizens a lot and could keep the 

money for themselves. Britain traded Indian pepper, cotton, Chinese silk, 

porcelain, fine spices, tea, and coffee. This made plenty of money for Britain and 

also gave new spices for the people. 

How did they change India? 40% of India’s wealth was spent on the British 

army to be used all over the world, while the great mass of Indians were 

very poor. The British improved the farms of India. In particular, they 

improved the way in which crops were watered. The British built many 

bridges, more than 40,000 miles of railway and 70,000 miles of surfaced 

roads in India. 



Colonies A country which is owned by another  

country or empire 

Puritan A strict protestant who wanted to keep  

religion simple and migrated to avoid  

persecution 

Economic Things to do with money 

Middle Pas-

sage 

Journey between Africa and America which 

carried slaves 

Empire A large group of countries ruled over by a 

single leader or government.  

Auction An event where things are sold to the  

highest bidder 

Plantation  A place where slaves lived and worked on 

the farms to grow crops for America 

Abolition A movement to get rid of something that  

already exists 

Invasion Where a group of people take control of an  

area using force  

Renaissance The rebirth of using old ideas and  

discovering new knowledge 

The contribution of India towards the British empire in 

terms of providing  essential raw materials, troops and a 

pool of cheap labour prepared to do any work was un-

surpassed. It is possible to argue that the other remain-

ing colonies combined did not give back to Britain what 

India had. By 1880, all British tea came from India. This 

is just one example of our reliance on India and why it 

became known as the ‘Jewel in the Crown’.  

Annotate the picture: What can you learn from the source about slavery?  

What are the limitations of the source? 

Read through the following extracts: What do they say about India? Describe 3 reasons why India 

was important to Britain. What is the overall message of the extracts? How  do the extracts differ in  

what they say about the British empire in India? 

Britain ruled India for about 200 years, a period that 

was marred with extreme poverty and famine. India's 

wealth depleted in these two centuries. Indians were 

never given due credit for their precious resources like 

gold and forex earnings, which all went to feed the peo-

ple of the British country. Overall, Britain took almost  

£9.2 Trillian and left India with nothing.  

Renowned economist Utsa Patnaik  


