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Message from Ruth Hartley, Head of School 
 

I am thrilled that you and your child are considering joining the BBEC family when you reach Year 7.  

Transition is a very important time for any student and our staff work tirelessly to ensure that the 

transition process runs as smoothly as possible for you and your child.   

 

We pride ourselves on having a welcoming, hardworking, lively and caring environment for our 

students so they can learn and develop.   

 

BBEC goes from strength to strength; we are proud of our achievements, our teaching and learning, 

our improving results and our vibrant extra-curricular offer.   

 

We warmly invite you to visit and see the college in action.  I look forward to meeting you. 

 

BDAT 

BBEC is part of BDAT (Bradford Diocesan Academies Trust).  BDAT is a locally based charity that is 

dedicated to raising the achievement of Bradford school children and is committed to a values-based 

education in its schools.   

 

Our Vision 
At BBEC we will all work to ensure that our students will 

be the best they can be in all things and can achieve great 

things.  They will be ambitious, resilient and determined 

in their learning and respectful, courteous and kind in 

their relationships.   

 

We will thus prepare our students to lead happy and 

successful lives.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BBEC, a Values-Driven School 
 

Our values of Ambition, Resilience, Courtesy and Kindness are central to all we do.   All in the BBEC 

family: students, staff, parents and governors, work hard to uphold these values and to use them to 

guide the way they act. 

 

We firmly believe that any student who lives by these values will be successful and happy in school and 

will be fully prepared for life beyond school. 

 

 

Ambition -  We set ourselves challenging goals 

Resilience -   We give it a go 

Courtesy -   We are polite to everyone 

Kindness -   We show we care about those around us. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Our Curriculum 
The curriculum at BBEC forms the centre-piece of our students’ learning.  We set out to provide an all-

round education that delivers excellent outcomes across our broad and balanced range of subjects, as 

well as giving students experiences that will develop character and create life-long memories.  We 

pride ourselves on being a truly comprehensive school.  All students can and do achieve at BBEC no 

matter what their prior ability. 

Consistently good teaching leads to very good outcomes for students. Our GCSE results go from 

strength to strength and are improving year on year.   Students who attend well and bring good 

attitudes to the classroom make fantastic progress! 

 



 

 

The aim of the curriculum at BBEC is to: 
 develop the whole child to ensure that they embody BBEC’s values, both in and out of school, 

by being ambitious and resilient in their work and courteous and kind in their interactions with 

other people. 

 provide an all-round education that delivers excellent outcomes in terms of academic success, 

improved cultural capital and increased ambition in order to counter social disadvantage. 

 create a school where everyone belongs and equality of opportunity is actively and effectively 

promoted. 

 develop an understanding, appreciation and respect for diversity while recognising and 

celebrating difference as well as all we have in common. 

 ensure students are compassionate, courteous and kind by guiding their moral, intellectual and 

creative development. 

 secure high levels of literacy, oracy and numeracy to enable students fully to participate in their 

acquisition of knowledge at BBEC and (the world) beyond. 

 nurture academic habits and skills, determination, independence, resilience, emotional 

intelligence and creativity across a wide range of subjects including the arts, music, performing 

arts, IT, technology and sport. 

 foster confidence, delight and discipline in seeking knowledge; a buzz for learning! 

 develop knowledge of, and pride in, Buttershaw and Bradford as well as developing ambition 

and awareness of the possibilities outside the local environment. 

  



 

 

BBEC is going from strength to strength  
Our outcomes for students improve year on year.  Students in every year group are making more 

progress than the year before.  Exam results in year 11 are on a trajectory of improvement and BBEC 

is particularly successful in ensuring that students gain suitable places for their next steps, whether 

that is studying for A-levels or Level 3 BTECs in preparation for a university place in the future, college 

or an apprenticeship.  Exam results show students continue to make more progress.  We are so proud 

of our students and what they achieve here!    

 

Teacher assessed grades 2021 

KEY STAGE 4 (Provisional)  No % 

Students gaining 9-5 in both English and maths 91 37 

Students gaining 9-5 in English 117 47 

Students gaining 9-5 in maths 109 44 

 

Students gaining 9-4 in both English and maths 132 53 

Students gaining 9-4 in English 165 66 

Students gaining 9-4 in maths 142 57 

Number of students entered for the English Baccalaureate (EBACC) 87 35 

Number of those entered for the EBACC gaining 9-5   38 44 

Number of those entered for the EBACC gaining 9-4   59 68 

 

Progress 8  0.39 

 

 No of entries % 9-5 %  9-4 (A*-C) 

English Language 249 44 63 

English Literature 220 46 70 

Maths 249 44 57 

Science  210 42 62 

Biology 10 0 30 

Geography 91 34 47 

History 118 42 54 

French 38 47 68 

Spanish 45 64 80 

Art 26 65 88 

Art BTEC 27 26 89 

Art (Photography) 36 69 86 

Art (Textiles) 17 65 82 

Business Studies 20 55 80 

Digital IT 33 58 94 

Designing the Built Environment 45 67 89 

Enterprise 62 68 85 

Health & Social Care 89 67 98 

Music 49 71 94 



 

 

Performing Arts (Acting) 7 86 100 

Performing Arts (Dance) 13 46 100 

Religious Studies 73 63 81 

Sport 69 48 87 

Travel & Tourism 20 80 90 

 

 

  



 

 

Other exciting opportunities at BBEC 
We encourage a wide range of activities, recognising that students can excel in many different fields; 

here is just a flavour: 

 

Rewarding efforts 
We are proud of what our fantastic students 

achieve and their kindness towards others.  

For the second year in a row, our student 

body has received over two million reward 

points from teachers and support staff, 

which reflects their consistent excellence 

across all aspects of school life. Students 

who show our values are rewarded with 

points that can be traded in for treats, trips 

and experiences.  Staff share student 

successes with parents through our school 

app, texts, letters and values postcards and 

success is celebrated in school through 

regular reward assemblies.  

 

We hold an annual prize-giving at Bradford Cathedral.  This prestigious event is a celebration of our 

students and what they achieve. 
 

Student Parliament - including our future Prime Minister? 
We believe that students should contribute to school improvement, have a voice and take 

responsibility.  To this end we hold prefect elections every year.  50 prefects, from all year groups, are 

inaugurated at Bradford City Hall to our student parliament.  Prefects, along with our senior prefects 

and their deputies from Years 10 and 11, help us to make BBEC an even better place to learn and 

thrive. 

 

Work Experience  
Students in Year 10 complete a week of work experience. Our students are incredible ambassadors 

who work across more than 120 different companies, organisations and education providers across 

West Yorkshire. The impact of these positive and challenging experiences improves student resilience, 

self-confidence and ambition to go forward and aspire to highly successful careers.  The employers of 

Bradford, Huddersfield, Leeds, Halifax and more are unanimous in their praise for the skills, talents and 

attitudes of our students.  

 

 

 

  



 

 

Careers 
We know that BBEC is only one part of a child’s education and pride ourselves in preparing students 

for their next steps.  Our CEIAG (Careers Education, Information and Guidance) provision has been 

described as ‘exemplary’.   Our careers education starts in Year 7 and continues through to Year 11.  

Our brilliant annual aspirations evening sees nearly 100 business/training providers and educational 

establishments supporting our Year 10 and Year 11 students to make choices about their future 

careers and education aspirations.  Throughout a student’s time at BBEC, visits to universities, colleges, 

trainers and employers complement the work in school.  Students also have the opportunity to work 

in school with providers. 

 

Sports 
Ours sports facilities are amazing and include a 4G pitch, 

a large sports hall, a climbing wall and a fitness suite.  A 

wide variety of sports are taught in school and our sports 

clubs are very popular.  BBEC teams compete in 

tournaments all over Bradford.  We are proud to say that 

we excel.  We compete annually in BDAT’s inter-school 

sports’ day.  The competitive spirit is only matched by the 

camaraderie shown between students from the four 

BDAT secondary schools. 

 

Performing Arts 
Performing Arts are a real strength of BBEC.  We pride 

ourselves in developing the skills of students in singing, 

dancing and performance.  Our pantomime is a tour de 

force and our summer show would put some West End 

performances to shame. 

 

Academies  
BBEC’s academies are a long running tradition.  Students 

with an interest in Art and Design, Performing arts, Sports, 

STEM or Enterprise have the opportunity to develop their 

interests and their leadership skills in their chosen area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Other clubs and activities include: 

 

KEYBOARD 
ENSEMBLE 

Yr7 BOYS’ 
FOOTBALL 

BOYS’ RUGBY 
SENIOR DANCE 

CHALLENGE 
AUDITION ONLY 

CHESS CLUB 

DANCE 
 

GYMNASTICS 
 

NETBALL 
 

GIRLS’ FOOTBALL CHEERLEADING 

Yr11 BOYS’ 
FOOTBALL 

GIRLS’ RUGBY 
 

BADMINTON 
 

YR 8 BOYS’ 
FOOTBALL 

BASKET BALL 

FIRST AID BRUSH LETTERING 
Yr9 BOYS’  
FOOTBALL 

DRAMA 
AFRICAN 

DRUMMING 

SCHOOL OF ROCK TRAMPOLINING MINECRAFT DYNAMIC VOICES COMIC BOOK CLUB 

MINDFULNESS 
COLOURING 

MINECRAFT 
DRAMA/MUSICAL 

THEATRE 

BRING YOUR 
INSTRUMENT & 

PLAY 

BOARD GAME 
CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This really just gives you a flavour of all the academic successes and 

extra-curricular activities that take place at BBEC.  It really is an 

ambitious, vibrant and caring school.  We’d love you to join us. 
 

 


