
 

Year 8 English 

ACHIEVEMENT LEADER: Mrs M Parkinson 

PROGRESS LEADER: Miss E King 

Half term 1  ‘Trash’ by Andy Mulligan 

Half term 2  ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens 

Half term 3  ‘Animal Farm’ by George Orwell 

Half term 4  Non-fiction / writing 

Half term 5  ‘Romeo and Juliet’ by William Shakespeare 

Half term 6  Modern Poetry  

Year 8 contains a wide range of fiction and non-fiction articles by authors from around 

the globe.   

How can you support your child with work and revision? 

 Encourage your child to use the library and read a range of books and magazines. 

 Check your child's work, paying attention to spellings and punctuation. 

 Encourage the use of computers for research. 

 Encourage your child to write lists, ideas and plans. 

 

 

  



 

Year 8 Maths  

ACHIEVEMENT LEADER: Mr L Mazacs 

Progress Leader – Mr Younis 

Half term 1  Ratios, conversion graphs, speed/distance/time, mass density 

volume, fractions  

Half term 2  Linear graphs (y=mx+c), scatter graphs and correlation, two-way 

tables, sample space diagrams, probability including Venn diagrams. 

Half term 3  Expanding brackets, simplifying, factorising, sequences, indices. 

Half term 4  Fractions and percentages, standard form, unit conversions, rounding 

and estimation, BIDMAS. 

Half term 5  Angles in parallel lines and polygons, area of 2D shapes, 

transformations. 

Half term 6  Bar charts, pie charts, averages and range including frequency tables. 

How can you support your child with work and revision? 

 Support and challenge to ensure student is completing homework set by teachers 

each week. 

 Encourage revision and recap through the year. 

 Encourage student to do extra tasks on Hegartymaths by using the search bar. 

 Support with reinforcing the importance of Maths. 

 

  



 

Year 8 SCIENCE 

ACHIEVEMENT LEADER: Mr Mohammed Akeel 
Progress Leader: Aamer Aslam  

Half term 1 Skills and Safety in Science, Biology- Nutrition, health and Disease 
- Balanced diets, reference to articles from journals etc.  
- Lifestyle choices- links to exercise and how to stay fit.  
- Smoking and alcohol- links to effects.  

Half term 2 Chemistry- Bonding and Reactivity - reference to the atom and understand why 
chemical reactions happen.  

Half term 3 Prep for exam( packs given)  
Physics- Electricity. Understanding key components in circuits and how they are 
used. Look at different devices and create circuits to show understanding of how 
they work.  

Half term 4 Biology – Photosynthesis and respiration- key concepts of Biology- exploring 
how plants harness the Sun’s energy to make food... 
Respiration looks at the human body and how it changes during exercise.  

Half term 5 Chemistry of the atmosphere- Science in the news 
Students Studying The Earth’s atmosphere and how it is forever changing. The 
causes of these weather and climate changes. Students think about solutions 
that help to reduce the impact of human activity. 
Reference to articles and current affairs in news; Global Warming. 

Half term 6 Physics- Magnetism and electromagnetism- Studying magnets and comparing 
the differences between Permanent and Induced magnets and how these link to 
the real world- i.e. scrapyards, electric bells etc.  

How can you support your child with work and revision? 

 Use of flash cards ( questions and answers)-  can be bought from school 

 Select key topic of weakness- child to make key points and you can test them.  

 Use of mind maps/ knowledge organisers/ packs with short questions- test what they know.  

 Free science revision app- Gojimo  
 KS3 Science - BBC Bitesize 
 www.educationquizzes.com › ks3 › science 

 www.docbrown.info › ks3science 

 

 You tube videos- examples; primrose kitten, my GCSE science- ‘topic’ 

 Support on Doddle ( quizzes) 

  

http://www.docbrown.info/ks3science.htm
http://www.docbrown.info/ks3science.htm


 

Year 8 RE / PSHCE 

ACHIEVEMENT LEADER: Mrs E Norfolk 

Half term 1 Inspirational people: 

What did Martin Luther King believe in? What did he do? 

What did Mahatma Ghandi believe in? 

Who is Nick Vujicic and what has he overcome? 

Half term 2 Religion and Technology: 

How far should we interfere with nature? 

What are the positives and negatives of genetic engineering? 

What is cloning? 

Are we playing God? 

Half term 3 Why does poverty exist? 

How can poverty be eradicated?  

Causes of poverty. 

Christianity ‘Love thy neighbour’  

Islam – Sadaqar and Zakah 

Half term 4 Bradford’s cultural heritage (We are Bradford): 

The history of Bradford. 

Why is Bradford so culturally diverse?  

Faith Communities in Bradford.  

What are the issues in Bradford today? 

Half term 5 Relationships Education (PSHCE): 

Responsibilities and values 

Self esteem 

Friendships 

Relationships  

Contraception 

Half term 6 Pilgrimage: 

What is a pilgrimage? 

Why do believers go on pilgrimage? 

Christian pilgrimage to Lourdes. 

Muslim pilgrimage to Makkah. 

Why is Jerusalem important to Christians, Muslims and Jews? 

How can you support your child with work and revision? 

 Discuss issues covered with your child 

 Ensure all homework is completed on time 

 Contact key staff with any concerns  

 Encourage your child to use revision websites 

 www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs 

 Watch the news and keep up to date with topical stories 

 



 

Year 8 History 

ACHIEVEMENT LEADER: Miss L Evans 

PROGRESS LEADER: Miss S North 

Half term 1  Feudal system 

 Magna Carta 

 Simon de Montford 

Half term 2  Peasants’ Revolt 

 Pilgrimage of Grace 

Half term 3  English Civil War 

 War of Independence 

 Peterloo Massacre 

Half term 4  1832 Reform Act 

 Chartists 

 Abolition of slavery  

Half term 5  Social reform 

 Anti corn law league 

 Titus Salt 

Half term 6  Trade unions and workers rights 

 Suffragettes 

 Overview 

How can you support your child with work and revision? 

 Testing of learn by heart information linked to worksheets 

 Checking planner for homework 

 Asking for information on the subjects being studied 

  



 

Year 8 PE 

ACHIEVEMENT LEADER: Mr J Hillam 

Half term 1 During the year all students will participate in 12 different sporting 

activities including: 

trampolining; athletics; table tennis; cricket; tennis; fitness; golf; 

football; netball; basketball; rugby, hockey and gymnastics. 

 

Students will be taught skills, techniques and tactics for each sport as 

well as an introduction into how different types of fitness are 

important for each of these sports.  

 

Half term 2 

Half term 3 

Half term 4 

Half term 5 

Half term 6 

How can you support your child with work and revision? 

 Support the school by ensuring correct BBEC kit is brought to every PE lesson, 

even if excused due to injury. 

 Ask which sport your child is currently studying and watch clips of that sport with 

him/her. 

 

 

  



 

Year 8 Art 

ACHIEVEMENT LEADER: Mrs S Hirst 

Half term 1 ‘This is Bradford, This is Me’ Project 
Research Skills: Researching Bradford landmarks to produce a 
Mind-map and Mood-board 
Artist Profile: Analysis and Reproduction – Angela Wakefield 
 

Half term 2 Understanding Perspective: 
Develop understanding of One Point Perspective Drawing  
Applying Tone to illustrate three dimension 
Perspective Photography /Tone drawing form Photograph 
 

Half term 3 Artist Profile: Analysis and Reproduction - David Hockney 
Understanding Landscape Drawing (A Bradford Landmark) 
Understanding Scaling Up/ Enlarging/ Grid 
 

Half term 4 Artist Profile: Analysis and Reproduction – Frank Newbould 
Produce a Landscape/Cityscape Drawing (Bradford Landmark) 
Understanding Watercolour: Landscape/Cityscape Watercolour 
Painting 
Applying Rendering/Blending colours to Watercolour Painting 
 

Half term 5 Artist Profile: Analysis and Reproduction – Julian Opie 
Understanding Portraiture: 
Developing Drawing Techniques through Timed Drawings 
Understanding Proportions of the face: 
 

Half term 6 Artist Profile: Analysis and Reproduction – Andy Warhol 
Developing Self-Portraiture Drawing 
Produce a ‘This is Bradford, This is Me’ Land/Cityscape and Portrait 
Composition 

How can you support your child with work and revision? 

 Check homework has been completed 

 Try to visit local / national art galleries, parks and areas of interest 

 Help with research into different artists' work – art books, Internet etc 

How will your child's progress be assessed? 

 Student’s progress will be recorded in Individual Tracking Booklets and also tracked 
independently by your child – Referenced to National Curriculum levels 

 Individual practical targets following each piece of work. 
 

  



 

Year 8 Product Design 

ACHIEVEMENT LEADER: Ms Z Asghar 

In year 8, students at BBEC will study Product Design for 1 term. Students will then 

rotate to another area of Technology. During this time, students will have the 

opportunity to develop knowledge of key Product Design concepts, through a 

combination of blended theory and practical lessons. Students will learnt 

fundamental concerts of health & safety, tool theory, material science and technical 

drawing. Students will support their understanding of the subject through the 

completion of a range of engaging practical lessons. The main topics to be studied 

and practical outcomes, have been outlined below. 

Half term 1 1. Health & safety in the workshop. 

2. Basic tool theory.  

3. Material science: timbers. 

Half term 2 4. Presentation guidelines and rendering skills. 

5. Orthographical projections & isometric drawing techniques. 

6. Design task analysis and construction. 

Practical outcomes 4. Development of technical drawing skills. 

2. Card construction (Nets). 

5. Design and construction of a Block Bot. 

How can you support your child with work and revision? 

Students should be encouraged to do the following from home, to support their 

learning in Product Design: 

 

 Support any drawing or practical skills tasks. 

 Encourage wider reading and interest research to developed knowledge of 

creative design.  

 Complete homework tasks to the best of their ability, using their classwork and 

the internet to support them. 

 Where possible support students to attend educational trips/enrichment e.g. 

Design Academy, STEM club or trips to factories etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Year 8 Food and Nutrition 

ACHIEVEMENT LEADER: Ms Z Asghar 

In year 8, students at BBEC will study Food and Nutrition for 1 term. Students will 

then rotate to another area of Technology. During this time, students will have the 

opportunity to learn key practical skills when cooking, they will learn how to cook a 

range of basic savoury dishes and healthy desserts. Students will learn how to cook 

safely and hygienically. Students will support their understanding of the subject 

through the completion of a range of engaging theory lessons. The main topics to be 

studied and practical outcomes, have been outlined below. 

Half term 1 1. Nutrition: Macro and Micro nutrients. Case study: Anthony 

Joshua 

2. Excess and deficiency of nutrients: cause and effect. World 

hunger / food security 

3. Energy balance: The value of in various food 

Practical outcomes 1. Chicken Fajitas 

2. Lemon drizzle cake 

3. Low-fat burgers 

Half term 2 4. Micro-organisms in food 

5. Pathogenic bacteria and food poisoning 

6. Food and its impact on the environment: Climate change 

and the Carbon Footprint of food 

Practical outcomes 4. Savoury plait 

5. Spaghetti Bolognese 

6. Flapjack 

How can you support your child with work and revision? 

Students should be encouraged to do the following from home, to support their 

learning in Food and Nutrition: 

 Support any cookery at home by independently attempting basic skills such as 

handling and preparing fruit and vegetables, boiling pasta, making doughs for 

bread, measuring for cakes etc. 

 Support their understanding of healthy foods and the cost of food through 

assisting you to pick out items on supermarket shopping trips which are 

healthy and cost effective. 

 Complete homework tasks to the best of their ability, using their classwork and 

the internet to support them. 
 

 



 

Year 8 Textiles 

ACHIEVEMENT LEADER: Ms Z Asghar 

In year 8, students at BBEC will study Textiles for 1 term. Students will then rotate to 

another area of Technology.  

During their Textiles unit, students will research, design and make a “Hundertwasser 

inspired cushion”. This project will allow students to gain further experience of 

working within all of the 4 key assessment objectives for Art & Design Textiles and 

revisit skills introduced in Year 7. 

AO1 

Pupils investigate 

sources 

Pupils will explore the work of the artist Friedensreich 

Hundertwasser. They will gain further experience of taking inspiration 

from sources in order to inform their own ideas. 

AO2 

Pupils explore and 

refine their work 

through 

experimentation 

Pupils will continue to develop their practical skills using a range of 

textiles equipment. They will revisit hand embroidery and applique 

plus the will explore and demonstrate a range of new decorative 

techniques by hand including Tie-Dye, Batik and Block Printing. They 

will learn how to carry out useful practical tasks such as using a 

sewing machine, sewing a seam and inserting a fastening. 

AO3 

Pupils record their 

ideas and intentions 

Pupils will generate and present design ideas for a cushion inspired 

by the work of Hundertwasser. They will develop their presentation 

skills in order to communicate their ideas effectively. 

AO4 

Pupils present a 

personal response 

Pupils will apply their skills and knowledge to the construction of their 

cushion. They will continue to develop their independence and 

problem solving skills through working towards their final outcome, 

which they will be able to take home. 

How can you support your child with work and revision? 

 

 Support the development of their design and communication skills through 

encouraging students to come to their textiles lessons prepared and with the 

correct equipment. Coloured pencils and a fine-liner pen would make a useful 

addition to the basic school equipment if this possible. 

 Support students to extend and develop their research and design skills further 

by encouraging students to complete their homework, on time and to the best 

of their ability. Homework tasks may involve the use of the internet to carry out 

research. If this is not available at home then please encourage students to 

take the opportunities to use the facilities that are available in school e.g. 

homework clubs, the library. 

 

  



 

Year 8 Performing Arts 

ACHIEVEMENT LEADER: Mr S Bibby 

Half term 1 Missing. Using a range of investigative and detective skills to find Laura, 

through explorative drama. 

Half term 2 Fairy Tales and Panto. A look at the myths and mystery of fairy tales and 

folklore. An understanding of the British tradition of pantomime.  

Half term 3 Soap Opera. Looking at stereotypes and their place in soap opera, the 

common themes and their ability to tackle taboo subjects.  

Half term 4 Drama Practitioners. Gaining knowledge of three influential drama 

practitioners and their beliefs and theories. 

Half term 5 Children at War. An insight into the troubled lives of refugee and children 

seeking asylum after living in a war zone. 

Half term 6 Classical Theatre. Exploring The Crucible by Arthur Miller. Using the 

piece to show contrast in the law and superstition between then and 

the present day. 

How can you support your child with work and revision? 

 Supporting your child with any homework tasks. 

 Encouraging your child to read or watch a variety of classical pieces. 

 Encouraging your child to be aware of current affairs and the wider world. 

  



 

Year 8 Music 

ACHIEVEMENT LEADER: Mr S Bibby 

Half term 1 How does African Music foster togetherness? Learners will explore the 

main rhythmic musical features and devices used in African music, 

particularly African drumming tradition of West Africa. Learners will 

explore different drum techniques and the effect this has on the timbre 

and sonority of the style. Learners will also develop their leadership 

skills, taking on the role of a Djembe Fola (Drum Leader) in their own 

ensemble.  

Half term 2 

Half term 3 How has music narrated the struggle for racial equality? Learners will 

build upon their learning of African Music and how it influenced Blues 

and Jazz in the Americas as a result of the Slave Trade. Learners will 

further develop their keyboard skills from Year 7 by learning how to 

perform the 12 Bar Blues and improve using a Blues scale. Half term 4 

Half term 5 How have the Beatles influenced modern music? Learners will further 

build upon their learning of African Music along with Blues and Jazz by 

discovering how those styles evolved into Rock and Roll. Our focus will 

be on the iconic Beatles and how their compositions influenced music 

more widely. Learners will work in small Rock and Roll bands to learn a 

cover of a Beatles song of their choice.  

Half term 6 

How can you support your child with work and revision? 

 Encourage your child to participate in peripatetic instrumental lessons. 

 Encourage your child to participate in the wider variety of extra-curricular 

activities offered by the department.  

 Encourage your child to listen to a wide variety of musical styles. 

 Provide guidance / encouragement as needed for research based 

homework tasks into famous composers or musicians. 

 

  



 

Year 8 IT 

ACHIEVEMENT LEADER: Miss E Chinnery 

Unit 1  Students learn how to build a website in our web design unit 

Unit 2  Students develop website throughout the year by adding content.  In 

half-term two students learn about e-safety and staying safe online 

and how technology has changed lives 

Unit 3  Students will develop a user interface 

Unit 4  Students will develop their python skills building on skills from the 

previous year 

Unit 5  Students to complete units based on Ptech skills including digital 

learning artificial intelligence and data science.  Students receive an 

award for completing units.  These link in with employability skills.   

Half term 6   

How can you support your child with work and revision? 

 Look at computer-generated content such as trailers with an appraising eye.  

What could be improved? 

 Encourage the practice of ICT where possible if the software is available. 

 Promote the understanding of information and look for untruths and bias. 

 Encourage the questioning of data.  Is it correct?  Is it valid?  Is it reliable? 

 

 


