
 

 
 
 
15 April 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope that you managed to have a lovely Easter break and to enjoy the sunshine while it lasted.  The snow 
and hail last weekend were a bit unnecessary I thought!  Welcome to the summer term. 
 
It has been great to welcome everyone back this week and let us hope that we have a term that is 
undisturbed by lockdown.  Student attendance has been much improved this week. Thank you for your 
support with this.   
 
I am writing so early this term to give you an update on Covid restrictions in school and to ask for your 
support with a few issues that emerged at the end of last term so that we can make a really good start this 
summer. 
 

Covid update:  
It is now one year since the first lockdown and there is no doubt that we as a school community have gone 
through a lot; our thoughts go especially to those families who have lost family members or friends.  
We had a small number of positive cases before the Easter break and some students had to self-isolate but 
nothing like the numbers in October or November.  It is, however, clear that Covid is likely to be around for 
some time yet and the precautions in school will need to continue.   
 
Facemasks: On Tuesday 6 April, the government confirmed that face coverings should continue to be worn 
in secondary school classrooms as a precautionary measure when students return after the Easter holiday. I 
will, of course, inform you of any change to this circumstance.  We have been so proud of the way that BBEC 
students have responded to wearing masks and their commitment to helping to keep all the BBEC family 
safe and well.  
 
Home Testing: We will continue to provide home-testing kits to those who have consented to testing.  
Please ensure that you log the results with the NHS and with school. 
 

As always, we want to work in partnership with parents and carers and so I am 
asking for your support on some important matters: 
 
Attendance and Punctuality:  Please make sure that your child(ren) comes to school every day and is on 
time – arriving at school by 8.15am-8.25am.  I think that some children found getting back into the school 
routine difficult after lockdown but please ensure that good routines are in place this term. 
 
Mobile Phone and Social Media Misuse: There has been an increase in the misuse of phones/social media 
by students sending or recording inappropriate messages. The children are doing this mainly in their own 
time and not in school, yet we are spending valuable time on these issues rather than supporting the 
children with their education. I think the rise is partly due to the fact that students have been in lockdown 
and therefore have increased the time they are spending on smart phones.  Please make sure your child(ren) 
is acting appropriately (even in their bedrooms) on internet sites and Apps and is not breaking the law or 
being unkind to others. 
 
We have created an e-safety page on our website to help keep you informed about some of the dangers of 
some of the apps that it is reported that students are using: https://www.buttershaw.net/e-safety/ . 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education?utm_source=8%20April%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.buttershaw.net/e-safety/


 

 
Will you please remind your child(ren) that mobile phones should not be used in school and will be 
confiscated if they are seen.  If parents need to contact children during the school day, please contact 
reception and we will pass on any urgent messages. 
 
Sports/Energy Drinks, Fizzy Drinks:  Shops close to school have been selling such drinks ‘on offer’ but they 
are not allowed in school.  Such drinks will be confiscated and disposed of if they are brought into school.  
Please ensure that your child(ren) is reminded about our rules. 
 
Jewellery, Nails and False Eyelashes:  Our rules are clear on these and are suitable for a school 
environment.  Jewellery should be limited to a watch and small stud earrings (one per ear) if required.  Nails 
should be of a short length and false eyelashes (individual or multi) are not suitable for school and are not 
allowed.  Please ensure that your child(ren) does not come to school breaking these rules. 
 
Uniform:  We expect all students to uphold our high standards of dress.  Full school uniform should be worn 
and trainers are not allowed.  We expect that all school uniform issues will be resolved by next week.  Please 
contact us on admin@buttershaw.net if you have financial difficulties and we will see how we can support 
you.   
 
Students are now allowed to wear summer uniform.  Please find details on our website. 
 
Fidget Toys: There appears to be a new craze amongst some of our younger students with the Pop It fidget 
toys. Whilst these may be fun to have at home please can we ask that these, and any other similar items are 
not brought into school. If they are seen in school they will be confiscated.  

 
Parent SIMS App:  As you know, we have introduced the Parent SIMS app this year.  Thank you to the vast 
majority of parents who have now signed up to this and receive all school letters through the app.  Parents 
can also see their child’s timetable, their attendance and their positive achievement points and can update 
information held by the school, for example phone numbers, medical information on the app.  If you have 
not yet downloaded our app, here is information on how to do it:  https://www.buttershaw.net/simsapp/. 
 
If you need any help with this, please contact us on admin@buttershaw.net. 

  

Learning:  It sometimes feels like all we talk about is Covid but let me assure you that even in the three 

weeks before Easter students made good progress and were learning really well, and this is set to continue 
in earnest this term.  Our staff have changed the curriculum where it has been necessary to do so and are 
now moving students forward as they always do.  It has been fabulous to see Year 9’s resilient approach to 
learning poetry, some really tricky maths in Year 11 and some ambitious design activities in year 7 to give 
just a few examples; it feels like BBEC is back in action again. 
 
As always, I hope that you and your families stay safe and healthy. 
 
Take care. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Ruth J. Hartley 
Head of School 
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