
What is being done to help prevent the spread of 
Covid-19 in schools? 
Every school, college and childcare setting has completed an extensive risk 

assessment and put in place infection control measures to reduce the risk to 

everyone. 

These measures may include— 

 Children washing their hands regularly 

 More regular cleaning of classrooms and the whole school   

 Children being in bubbles, to reduce contact with too many people 

 Varied start, lunch and finish times 

 Timetable changes to minimise contact between groups 

 One way systems for moving around school and different ways to enter and 

exit 

 Social distancing measures where possible 

Are all schools and colleges reopening in from 8th 
March? 
All stages of education from Early Years to post 16 will re-start on Monday 8th March 

with full attendance for all children and young people. The Government have given 

secondary schools and colleges the flexibility to have phased re-opening for different 

years during that week. 

Do all children have to return to school? 
It is compulsory for all children to attend school again from 8th March. Some children 

and young people with complex difficulties may not be ready to return to school. This 

will be dealt with on a case by case basis with families. If your child is unable to 

attend school or college for this reason, you should talk to your school /college about 

what support is in place in terms of remote education. 

What can I do to support my child? 
Before school starts again you should talk with your child about what might be 

different when they go back, and why, but also reassure them that school is the best 

place for them to learn and a chance to spend time with their friends.  

 



Is it sensible to open schools again? 
The scientific evidence shows that coronavirus (COVID-19) presents a much lower 

risk to children than adults of becoming severely ill, and there is no evidence that 

children transmit the disease any more than adults. Of course, there will still be risks 

while coronavirus (COVID-19) remains in the community, and that is why schools 

and colleges will be expected to put in place a range of protective measures. 

Will children with Special Educational Needs be 
helped with return to school? 
Schools have been advised by Ofsted to work closely with families to support the 

return of pupils supported by an EHCP back into school. Some pupils with SEND 

(EHCP or SEN support) will need specific help and preparation for the changes to 

routine when they return to school.  Schools will be planning to meet the needs of all 

children, including those with SEND and will use a range of ideas to help children 

settle back into school.  

Will children have to wear a face covering? 
Government’s current guidance to all primary and nursery schools is that children 

are not required to wear face coverings. 

In secondary schools and colleges, schools should ensure children wear face 

coverings in areas where social distancing is difficult to maintain, such as in corridors 

and communal areas. Furthermore, from 8th March, for a trial period to the Easter 

holiday, where it is not possible to retain the social distancing  rule in classrooms, 

children are expected to wear a face covering. 

 Please discuss any concerns you may have regarding face masks with your child's 

school. 

What if I don’t send my child back to school? 
Where a pupil is registered at a school, parents have a duty to ensure that children 

regularly attend. 

Your child’s school will want to talk to you about how they can help your child to 

return to school and identify any additional support you or your child may require. 

Schools should work with you to improve your child’s attendance and alleviate any 

concerns you may have. Schools may consider referring parents for legal action, but 

only as a last resort. Where children are not able to attend school as parents are 

following clinical and/or public health advice, the absence will not be penalised. 



I’m worried it’s not safe to go into school. Why 
shouldn’t I keep my child at home? 

We know that receiving face-to-face education is best for children’s mental health 

and for their educational achievement. The systems of protective measures that 

schools have being using successfully for almost a year now have demonstrated that 

they are safe places for young people. Please contact the school directly to discuss 

any specific concerns you or your child may have. 

I’m worried about my child’s mental health. Where 
can I get some support? 

Many children and adults have struggled during this difficult period. Firstly, talk to 

your child’s school to discuss any worries you or child may have. Their teacher, 

Form Tutor or Head of Year is a good person to approach. You can also talk to your 

local medical practice. Bradford also has a wide range of agencies who can offer 

support. A good place to visit that has lots of support and information on local 

agencies is: 

www.healthyminds.services 

If you, or your child, are in need of urgent support, the Mental Health Crisis 

number is: 

01274 221181 

 

Does my child need to go to school if someone in 
the household is clinically extremely vulnerable? 

Where a child is living in the household of someone who is clinically extremely 

vulnerable, the child should continue to attend school. Please speak to your school if 

you have concerns. 

Who can I contact if I want to discuss my child’s 
attendance? 

In the first instance you should contact your school who will be happy to answer your 

questions and support you with attendance. If your child has a social worker, please 

talk with them about attendance too. 

http://www.healthyminds.services/


 

What about getting to and from school? 
Pupils should walk or cycle to school if at all possible. 

The use of public transport by pupils should be avoided if at all possible. If public 

transport cannot be avoided, children and young people aged 11 and over must, by 

law, wear a face covering while on public transport (unless they are exempt).  The 

school may ask that children using public transport use a cleaning station when they 

arrive at school. 

When schools reopen in full from 8th March, dedicated school buses will resume as 

before, with a small number of refinements. Find out all you need to know about 

travelling back to school safely and School Transport timetables on the West 

Yorkshire metro website. 

You should avoid car sharing with anyone outside your household. 

What happens if a child shows symptoms at 
school? 
If a child shows symptoms at school, then they will be sent home as soon as 

possible that day. 

The child will be isolated in school, looked after by a member of staff, until their 

parent, carer or guardian is able to collect them. 

Schools are well prepared to act appropriately and have a clear plan to follow to 

make sure that they take swift advice and action to reduce the risk of infection 

spreading. 

Shaqib Juneja from Education & Learning, Bradford Council has some important 

information on what will happen to your child if they display symptoms of coronavirus 

at school 

What happens if someone in school tests positive 
for the virus? 
If a single pupil or staff member tests positive for Covid-19 the school will inform 

Public Health England (PHE) and the Public Health Team at Bradford Council. PHE 

will then provide advice to the school and close contacts may be asked to isolate for 

10 days. 

https://www.bradford.gov.uk/health/health-advice-and-support/face-coverings-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.wymetro.com/schools
https://www.wymetro.com/schools


If there are two or more confirmed cases, PHE and our Public Health team will work 

with the school to agree the best course of action which may be to temporarily close 

a group or school. 

Schools are well prepared to act appropriately and have a clear plan to follow to 

make sure that they take swift advice and action to reduce the risk of infection 

spreading. 

What if my child is told to isolate? 
If your child is advised to stay at home and isolate, remote learning should be put in 

place by the school. 

What if I, my child or someone else in our 
household develops symptoms? 

 your household should isolate immediately and you should book a test for 

anyone with symptoms at nhs.uk/coronavirus or by calling 119 

 your child should not attend school 

 if your child has a positive result you should tell the school and your child 

should isolate for 10 days 

 members of your household should isolate for 10 days 

 if your child is not a known contact of a confirmed case they can return to 

school if the result is negative, provided they feel well and they have not had a 

fever for 48 hours 

 if your child is a contact of a confirmed case they must stay off school for the 

10-day isolation period, even if they test negative. This is because they can 

develop the infection at any point up to day 10. 

Who is being tested for Covid 19 in schools? 
 
ALL staff in primary, secondary, special schools and colleges are now offered 

asymptomatic testing twice weekly using a Lateral Flow Device (LFD). As many as 

one in three people who contract the virus show no symptoms so could be spreading 

the disease unknowingly. Asymptomatic testing will help identify positive cases more 

quickly and break the chain of transmission. 

Students in secondary schools and colleges will be offered 3 LFD tests on the school 

site on return, each spread 3-5 days apart. Although testing is not compulsory it is 

http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus


strongly recommended to prevent asymptomatic people attending school and 

spreading the virus. From the week beginning 15th March, they will be given testing 

kits to test themselves, twice weekly, at home. Schools will provide all the 

information and kits necessary. 

Testing should reduce the number of bubble closures and the impact this has on 

those who must self-isolate as a contact and the wider impact on families who may 

have to supervise children being asked to stay at home. 

Currently, there are no plans to test children in primary and nursery school. 

Parents should tell schools about the outcomes of any test whether taken at school, 

at home or a community testing centre. 

More information on coronavirus in children. 

 

What about testing in Early Years? 

The asymptomatic testing programme in education currently covers all staff at 

school-based nurseries and maintained nursery schools. 

The DfE are now expanding home testing kits to staff in all private, voluntary and 

independent nurseries. These settings will start to receive deliveries of lateral flow 

device (LFD) home testing kits to offer to all of their staff for twice weekly testing 

from this month. 

This is a significant development that will help to identify positive cases of 

coronavirus (COVID-19) more quickly and break the chains of transmission. 

Childminders continue to have access to community testing facilities for 

asymptomatic testing. 

 

 

I have a child at a primary school, secondary school 
or college. Can I get a test? 

Yes. As of 1st March the Government have announced that households, childcare 

and support bubbles of primary and secondary age pupils can access free Lateral 

Flow Device tests. 

I am a member of a household, childcare or support 
bubble of a member of school staff. Can I get a test? 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/


Yes. See above. 

How do I get my test? 

From 1st March, if you’re a member of a household, childcare or support bubble of 

staff or pupil you can get a twice weekly test: 

 through your employer if they offer testing. 

 At a local test site: Bradford – St. George’s Hall; Keighley – Airedale Centre. 

(Please note you may need to book an appointment) 

 By collecting from one of these sites: 

o Bradford University Horton Road Car Park. 

o Keighley Victoria Hall. 

o Pudsey Civic Hall. 

 By ordering online. 

My child is due to take GCSE/BTEC/A Level exams 
this summer. Are these still going ahead? 

Exams will not go ahead for those due to take them this year. The Government has 

announced that grades will be decided by teachers. Schools and colleges will be 

announcing how they will manage this process soon. Results will be published in 

August and there will be an appeals process if required. 

My child is due to take SATs this year. What is 
happening? 

SATs exams will be cancelled in primary schools this year.  

 

Where can I get further information? 
We encourage you to contact your school directly to discuss any specific concerns or 

queries. 

The government has put together some guidance too. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term

