
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

As we come to the end of a very strange and challenging term we are all taking time to reflect on 

the highs and lows of school during a pandemic.  Our focus this term has been on keeping 

students and staff safe and healthy whilst also continuing to improve BBEC for all.  Students have 

responded very well to being in bubbles; we are so proud of the strength of character and 

adaptability they have shown. 

 

We have been thrilled by the way our students have responded to our new values.  Even in these 

unprecedented circumstances students have shown real ambition and  resilience in the way they 

have come back to learning and our staff have recognised this through awarding positive 

behaviour points and through sending values post cards.  Over the summer, teachers improved 

our schemes of learning to really stretch and challenge our students and they have responded 

fantastically well.  Whether it’s been A Midsummer’s Dream in Year 7, high level algebra in Year 9 

or osmosis in Year 10 it has been wonderful to see the progress our students have made.  It is 

also worthy of mentioning how seriously our Year 11 students took their mock exams in 

November.  Their first set of results give us real hope that they will achieve really well in the 

summer.  We are proud of the developments in remote learning that have taken place this term.  

We have ambitious plans for improving this even further next year. 

 

We feel that our values of courtesy and kindness are equally important and we are seeing these 

in our students every day in the way they greet staff with ‘Good Morning’, hold doors open for 

each other and are thoughtful and caring.  Thank you to all the parents who have nominated 

their children for showing our values at home; it has been so lovely to hear from you and to 

celebrate how wonderful your children are. 

 

The constraints of COVID-19 have meant that the school does not run as normal but has settled 

into a new and different rhythm of learning.  I am amazed that in spite of everything, we have also 

been able to do so much outside the classroom and the kindness and generosity of our students 

and staff has been shown in our charity work.  We have raised money for ‘#HelloYellow’, a mental 

health charity, ‘The Royal British Legion’ on Poppy Day, ‘The Royal National Institute for the Blind’ 

by collecting used stamps and have supported ‘Save The Children’ on Christmas Jumper day.  We 

have worked with the Sandale Trust and have collected so much food and so many toys to make 

Christmas special for others in our community.  Thank you to everyone that has contributed to 

this worthy cause.   



 

  

 

 

 

This term we have also voted in prefects in year 7 and have appointed our student leaders, Head 

boy and girl and their deputies.  Year 11 are having virtual careers interviews with leaders from 

prestigious companies like KPMG, NatWest, Transpennine  Express and Sainsbury’s and Years 8 

and 9 took part in virtual careers panels involving law, engineering and finance companies.   We 

have celebrated Black History Month by celebrating the lives of brilliant individuals. Students 

researched people such as Dr Mae Jemison: astronaut , Horace Ove CBE a Trinidad-born painter 

and writer, Dr Daniel Williams who performed the first prototype open heart surgery and Mary 

Seacole, a nurse in the Crimean war, to name a few.  Our Performing Arts department has 

finished the year in typical style with the 12 days of Christmas and the Peter Pan pantomime all 

broadcast virtually and performed in bubbles.  Once again, our students have show cased their 

talents in such a positive and uplifting way. 

 

So, it’s not been normal this term and it’s not felt like any other Autumn term in anybody’s 

experience.  However, everyone has come together to make it the best we can in terms of safety, 

learning and experiences outside the classroom.  Can I take this opportunity to thank all the 

parents who have sent us messages of support, have supported the introduction of our values 

and those who have joined with us to support our charities.  We couldn’t do what we do without 

all members of the BBEC family working together. 

 

We recognise that this has also been a time of sadness for some of the BBEC family who have 

lost loved ones or know people who are suffering with COVID.  Our thoughts and love go to out 

to you.   

 

I wish you all a very happy, healthy and restful break and look forward to welcoming back our 

students and staff on Tuesday January 5th.  You may have heard that the government may well be 

changing the way we start the term.  I will let you know what we are required to do as soon as we 

have more information. 

 

Take care and stay safe. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Ruth Hartley 

Head of School 


