
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Year 11 students, 

 

I am sad that you have had the end to your time at Secondary School cut short and that this 

pandemic has robbed us all of the opportunity to say goodbye and thank you. I have so much I want 

to say to you all. 

 

I have seen students successfully deal with difficult times in their personal lives. This has been truly 

inspirational and has given me boundless hope and self-belief in my own resolve when I have been 

struggling – if you can do it so can I.  I have learnt to try and remain hopeful and to focus my energy 

on the positive things in life. I have learnt that focusing on the ‘negative’ only succeeds in making you 

feel worse. I have learnt how powerful kindness is, I have seen first-hand how it helps others and will 

always endeavour as a teacher and a person, to be kind to my fellow human. Even when they are not 

kind to me. I have had the privilege of seeing a group of little tiny dots of people join us during 

transition day (do you remember? It was the hottest day in about 10 years! You may have wondered 

who this sweaty idiot was standing before you!). Anyway, to see the change, the growth (I don’t mean 

physical), and the determination; to get to know you as people really has been one of biggest the 

privileges of my life. I have given you as much as I can, but I have received so much more from you. 

Thank you so much. 

 

In September I have a whole new bunch of year 7’s to get to know. However, I promise to take what I 

have learnt over the past 5 years to be the best head of year I can be to them. 

 

Now before I finish, I would like to give you some final bits of advice. There is nothing new here and 

nothing surprising, but I believe in these principles and I hope some of it over the years has sunk in 

for you: 

 

 Love yourself. Accept and embrace who you are. You won’t be really be happy until you can look 

in the mirror and be happy with what you see, and I don’t just mean how you look!! Everything 

else I advise comes back to this point. 

 Take risks. Ask the person out even though you don’t know how they feel, tell them you love 

them. Apply for that job you don’t think you will get. Go travelling. Live on your own at Uni, 

instead of staying at home. Some risks will not pay off and will be upsetting but you will get over 

these losses. However, some will work, and these risks are the things that will change your life. 

Remember during assembly earlier this year, I talked about an album I bought when I was 

younger? Well the line from the song was “It’s better to regret something you did, than 

something you didn’t do”. Live by that, some you win, some you learn. 

 Being happy means you’re successful. Strive for that first and see what else happens. 

 Be kind. Over the past 5 years I have seen a group of funny, caring, fierce, determined, smart 

children grow and mature into amazing young adults. You are all good people and have so much 

to give. Good people help other people be good. If you can do this, your little corner of the world 

will be a much better place. If we all do it, that is how we change the world.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 Try your hardest. It is uncanny how things work out when you do this – the harder you work, the 

luckier you become. Don’t look for the easy way out, the short cuts. You will not get something 

for nothing in life, most things worthwhile need to be earnt. 

 

I would like to thank those who have taken the time to email me personally, it means the world to 

have received so many good wishes and thanks. 

 

 

Now before I go, I only ask one more thing of you, if you see me in the future, be it on the street, in 

the park or in a restaurant, please make the effort to say ‘Hi’. I will want to know how you are and 

what amazing things you have gone on to do.  

 

You have changed my life. I am a different person, both professionally and personally as a result of 

knowing you all. It has been a pleasure, stay healthy and be kind to each other. 

 

Mr. Taylor 

 

 

 


