
 

 

 

 

 

14 May 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers of BBEC students 

Never before have I meant it more sincerely when I say, I hope you and your families are safe and 

well.  We are missing our BBEC family and hope that you are managing to look after yourselves and 

the ones that you love and care for during these very difficult times. 

These have been strange circumstances and continue to be so.  Like you, we would like nothing 

better than seeing a full return to school for all our students. This does not seem likely to happen 

any time soon, and at present it is not safe to do so. We know that for some of you a return to your 

own work will therefore be very difficult and we recognise how frustrating this may be.  Boris 

Johnson’s announcement on Sunday and the release of DfE guidance after that raised more 

questions than answers, especially where secondary students are concerned.  However, in summary, 

it looks unlikely that Years 7, 8 and 9 will physically return to school before September.  Year 10 will 

potentially have some face to face time before the summer break, but we have no more details than 

that at present.  In the meantime BBEC remains open each day, and through the half-term break, for 

the children of key workers and those deemed as vulnerable.  We are NOT open to the children of 

parents who have been instructed, this week, to return to work. 

 

The safety of students and staff remains and will continue to remain our priority whatever the 

future holds. 

 

Government information for parents and carers can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-

parents-and-carers   

 

Other updates: 

Free school Meals:   Our staff continue to process email vouchers to those who have requested 

these.  Please ensure that you check your emails; we are concerned that some vouchers have still 

not been redeemed and so some families are not receiving the support for which they are due.  We 

also continue to deliver to some families.  Thank you for the appreciation you show to our staff who 

volunteer to do these deliveries each week.  

Laptops:  A few weeks ago the government announced that they would be providing laptops to Year 

10 students who receive free school meals and do not have a laptop at present.  It looks unlikely that 

these will come into school much before the start of June and that the number will fall short of the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers


 

number we need.  We will, however, do everything we can to get these out to students as soon as 

we can.  The 15 laptops that were kindly donated by Net Company (Leeds) are being prepared and 

will be distributed next week. 

Home-learning: Thank you for the feedback you have given us on our home-learning provision.  We 

responded by changing the home-learning platform to Microsoft Teams and by better organising the 

setting and submission of work.  We thank all parents for the work they are doing to encourage their 

children to complete some work each day and all the children who are doing such good work in such 

difficult circumstances.  Well done to all of you!  We understand that home-learning is hard, we just 

want our students to do their best, take some exercise each day and to be kind to themselves and 

others. Please let us know if we can do anything to help. 

In light of the government’s announcements, we are again reviewing our curriculum delivery to see 

if we can make it even better. 

Pathways for Year 9:  Parents of Year 9 students have received information regarding subject 

choices for next year.  Please return your child’s choices by the deadline.   

Phone calls:  some of you may have already received a phone call from one of our pastoral or 

welfare team. If not, please expect that we will be giving you a ring.  This is just a keeping in touch 

phone call to see how you and your family are getting on and will give you a chance to let us know if 

we can do anything to support you.  These are difficult times for us all. 

 

Thank you for all the wonderful messages of support that we have received.  Please continue to keep 

in touch; we miss you all.   

 

Take care and stay safe. 

Best wishes from all the BBEC team 

 

 

 

Ruth Hartley 

Head of School 

 

 

 


