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Welcome

The governors, staff and students of Buttershaw 
Business and Enterprise College warmly welcome 
you to our guide for prospective students and 
parents. Our motto is that we put the individual 
student at the heart of all our endeavours and that 
we strive to ensure that every young person is safe, 
happy and successful.  It is a real privilege to 
introduce our vibrant school to you. introduce our vibrant school to you. 

The school has undergone change over recent years, 
these changes have resulted in greater success for 
our students.  We believe a student’s education is 
not a dress rehearsal; they only get one chance. 

It is important that our school provides a safe, happy 
environment where our young people feel valued, 
can learn and fulfil their potential.  At BBEC we 
understand the importance of great teaching and 
our students being successful academically and as 
well as this we offer fantastic opportunities for 
children to develop skills and interests beyond the 
classroom.classroom. We believe these help students have a 
fully rounded, exciting learning experience so that 
they can thrive and be prepared for adult life.

We are a truly comprehensive school and we 
welcome all children.  We have a fantastic mix of 
students with different skills and talents.  The 
breadth of our curriculum is designed to include a 
range of academic and innovative courses for all 
abilities, from the university bound to those with 
additional learning needs.  We are truly proud of our 
inclusiveinclusive approach and our commitment to see 
every child reach his or her potential.  

Although we are a large school we work very hard 
to ensure we retain our community, family ethos. 
We strongly believe education is a partnership 
between school, students and parents and we 
would love to have the opportunity to meet you 
and your child and the privilege to work in 
partnership with you.  

IfIf you wish to arrange an appointment to visit the 
school and talk to us, we would be delighted to 
meet you and share our vision with you.  

Ruth Hartley    Jane Tiller
Head of School   Executive Headteacher

“The quality of education 

is improving”

OFSTED JUNE 2019
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Core Values
At the heart of all our endeavours at BBEC is an 

insistence on high standards and on the core values 

that we all share.  We all work to ensure that our 

students will be the best they can be and can achieve 

great things.  

TheyThey will be ambitious, resilient and determined in 

their learning and respectful, courteous and kind in 

their relationships.

We will thus prepare our students to lead happy and 
successful lives.

Our core values shape how we care for students 

and how we expect students to work hard and 

behave:

Ambition:  
We are determined to reach our goals.

Wisdom:  
We make good decisions.

Integrity:Integrity:  
We do the right thing.

Justice:  
We value everyone equally.

Compassion: 
We have empathy and respect for others.

“Current pupils are now making 

better progress”

OFSTED JUNE 2019
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Transition
We understand that the transition between 

primary and secondary school can be worrying 

for both children and parents.  

WeWe do our very best to ensure that the transition 

is as smooth as possible and that our new Year 7 

students feel part of the BBEC family and find us 

a familiar and friendly place when they join in 

September. Many children will have already 

visited the school to participate in sports events, 

to see one of our many productions or to use our 

facilitiesfacilities whilst at primary school.  As well as this 

our staff visit our partner primary schools 

throughout Year 6 to get to know the students 

and to answer any questions or concerns they 

have; year 6 students spend at least one day with 

us and parents come to meet key staff.  

The South Bradford area and, in particular, the 

schools in the Futures Learning Partnership are 

developing common expectations and joint 

approaches to learning. This ensures curriculum 

continuity and helps to make the transition from 

primary to secondary education a happy and 

positive experience.

“Parents agree that 

pupils are happy and 

safe in school”

OFSTED JUNE 2019
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When students enter BBEC they are placed into a 

tutor group with an Achievement Tutor who will 

generally stay with them from Year 7 through to Year 

9 and often beyond. The Achievement Tutor is the key 

member of staff for care, support and guidance 

during the school week and will be the first to make 

sure that school standards are being met. 



Learning and Teaching

The school encourages the use of a variety of 
learning styles for all students. We emphasise 
study skills that: promote independence, initiative 
and the ability to research and experiment. We 
encourage our students to make decisions and 
apply the experience of school to everyday life.  
Homework is an important part of the strategies 
employed.employed.
 
We expect all students to be challenged and 
stretched no matter what their ability. Students 
are expected to work hard and do their very best. 
We aim to develop active learners. 

Progress is monitored frequently and parents are 
kept up to date through interim reports and 
parent consultation evenings.

Homework and Planners

All students are expected to do homework.  
Students are given a planner in which staff will 
note praise or concerns and students should 
record homework.  

6 Learning and Teaching

“Middle leaders are committed 

and dedicated to improving the 

quality of education”

OFSTED JUNE 2019



The Curriculum
We provide a broad and balanced 

curriculum which is engaging and 

challenging for all students and which: 

• prepares students for the opportunities   

 and responsibilities of adult life

• promotes spiritual, moral and social    

 development

•• encourages students to make the most  

 of their talents and abilities

• supports students to work in a     

 challenging, flexible way, which    

 emphasises both co-operation and   

 initiative

Our expectations are high.

 The aim of the curriculum at BBEC is to:

• provide an all-round education that delivers excellent  

 outcomes in terms of academic success, improved   

 cultural capital and increased aspiration

•• develop knowledge of, and pride in, Buttershaw and  

 Bradford as well as developing ambition and    

 awareness of the possibilities outside the local    

 environment

•• nurture academic habits and skills, determination,   

 independence, resilience, emotional intelligence and  

 creativity across a wide range of subjects including the  

 arts, music, performing arts, IT, technology and sport

• foster confidence, delight and discipline in seeking   

 knowledge; a buzz for learning!

•• secure high levels of literacy, oracy and numeracy to  

 enable students to participate fully in their acquisition  

 of knowledge at BBEC and (the world) beyond

• guide students to develop morally, intellectually and  

 creatively

•• develop the whole child, ensuring students are socially  

 aware, confident and compassionate, thus building the  

 skills to become good citizens

7 The Curriculum

“Leaders provide a broad and balanced 

curriculum, supplemented by a range 

of extra-curricular and enrichment 

opportunities”

OFSTED JUNE 2019



Students With Special Needs
The school welcomes students of all physical and 

academic abilities.  There is lift access to all areas 

and a well-equipped hygiene room is also 

available.

  

OtherOther students respond very well to the particular 

needs of individuals.  Our accessibility plan is 

available via our website.

“Pupils with special educational needs 

and/or disabilities (SEND) are 

increasingly well supported.  Parents 

and carers talk positively about the 

support their children receive”

OFSTED JUNE 2019
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Personal Development
At BBEC, PSHCE is considered paramount to our 
students’ personal development, health and 
well-being. PSHCE helps students to develop life 
skills focused around the school's core values of 
INTEGRITY, WISDOM, COMPASSION, AMBITION 
and JUSTICE. The aim of the PSHCE curriculum is 
to ensure that every BBEC student is well 
equippedequipped to respect and contribute to the wider 
community and life in modern Britain. BBEC 
students promote tolerance, understanding and 
are appreciative of the diverse community in 
which they live. 

BBEC has clear rules and high expectations for all 
its students.  We want everyone in the BBEC 
family to be able to learn and thrive and, just like 
in any family, doing the right thing earns rewards 
and doing the wrong thing has consequences.

Rewards  

StudentsStudents who do the right thing are rewarded.   
Students receive positive points for doing the 
right thing every lesson of every week. Additional 
points from teachers, for particularly good work 
or extra contributions to the school, are also 
available to students. 

WeWe formally recognise achievement. This is done 
through our rewards and celebration assemblies 

and the presentation evenings where subject and 
other prizes are awarded. The school offers a 
variety of rewards from praise points to 
postcards, letters home, certificates for good 
work, effort and attendance as well as special 
activities during rewards weeks.

School Discipline
WeWe want all students to be able to learn and 
develop. The school has a clear code of conduct 
which emphasises the need for students to take 
responsibility for their own learning.  Our school 
values and expectations are integral to this code.  
All staff reinforce the code.

ThereThere is a behaviour system in place for staff to 
use should students breach the code.  When 
sanctions are needed they range from 
reprimands to detentions, temporary removal 
from lessons, time in the Behaviour Support Unit 
to formal exclusion.  

WeWe work with parents to ensure that students in 
school behave well.  We expect that parents 
support the school in doing this.

“Behaviour is improving”

OFSTED JUNE 2019
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A Wealth Of Opportunities

We believe that students at BBEC should not only 
have an excellent academic education but also 
have access to a wealth of experiences outside 
the classroom.  We run trips and visits to places in 
the UK and across the world; students visit 
theatres and museums, have been on safari in 
Africa and skiing in Italy and have participated in 
manymany extra-curricular clubs and competitions in 
sport, mathematics, science, performing arts and 
many other areas. 

We are dedicated to helping BBEC students 
become good citizens and are proud that every 
year we raise money for local and national 
charities and raise awareness of issues such as 
mental health through the charity #HelloYellow 
and racism through Show Racism the Red Card.  
Every year our students exercise their democratic 
right in voting for prefects in every year group.right in voting for prefects in every year group.

We recognise that part of our role is preparing 
children for their next steps in life and all students 
are involved in events involving universities, 
colleges and employers to help them to decide 
what their next step will be.

The Academies

BBECBBEC is unique in having five Academies each run 
by a designated Academy Leader.  These provide 
a wealth of extra-curricular and enrichment 
opportunities. The Academies are: Art & Design, 
Enterprise, Performing Arts, Sports and STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths).  
Students from Year 8 to Year 11 apply to join any 
ofof the Academies in the Autumn term of each 
academic year.  Each Academy provides a range 
of activities and experiences for its students with 
an overarching focus being the nurturing of 
talent, the development of leadership skills and 
the raising of career aspirations.

10 A Wealth Of Opportunities10



A Wealth Of Opportunities

The Art & Design Academy allows members to 
engage in the full remit of the creative subjects 
including: architecture, art, food, media, 
photography, textiles and resistant materials. 
Recently, students were involved in designing the 
Haworth sign for the 2019 Tour de Yorkshire and 
making a life-size elephant for our Rock Challenge 
performance. performance. 

Our Enterprise Academy builds upon the long 
traditions of BBEC as an enterprise specialist and 
has close links with our outstanding careers 
programme. Students support a number of 
keynote events, especially the school’s Enterprise 
Week, which sees all of our younger students 
involved with the charitable Micro Tyco and our 
olderolder students with the Young Investors’ 
Challenge. The Academy supports the 
entrepreneurial and enterprise aspects of many 
whole-school events, especially fund-raising for 
charities and whole-school initiatives like rewards 
and sustainability.

Performing Arts is one of our most popular and 
successful Academies with students excelling in 
all areas of dance, singing, drama and music. 
Students regularly contribute to BBEC 
productions and perform brilliantly at the BDAT 
Be There performing arts showcase.  

Recently,Recently, our students have engaged with the 
BDAT Sports Spectacular cheerleading 
competition. At a national level our students 
achieve outstanding success at the prestigious 
Rock Challenge competition.

Sports is the oldest Academy at BBEC and 
contains a wealth of talent across all sport 
disciplines. It includes amongst its ranks boys and 
girls who have represented local, regional and 
national squads in athletics, basketball, football, 
rugby, martial arts and boxing, table tennis and 
cricket. We also encourage students in this 
AcademyAcademy to complete Sports Leadership awards 
and share their talents. A key event for this 
Academy is the BDAT Sports Spectacular, which 
includes a day of track and field and a day of team 
sports. 

STEM is the youngest Academy but it has a very 
rich tradition of being successful in every 
discipline, with our scientists leading the way 
during our BBEC National Science Weeks, our 
technology students enjoying success in regional 
finals of LEGO robotics, our engineers engaging 
with our highly successful architecture curriculum 
andand our mathematicians very successful in the UK 
Maths challenges. More recently, we have also 
seen students compete in BDAT science 
competitions. 

All students in our Academies work towards a 
Gold standard, which requires them to be 
outstanding role models across school, to engage 
fully with their Academy and to show the 
leadership and creativity to deliver activities for 
other students;  our prospective Year 6 students 
and our Year 7 students.

WeWe believe that every child has talent and the 
Academies are an opportunity to realise it.

“Leaders have ensured that a wide variety of extra-curricular and enrichment activities 
complement the curriculum ”

OFSTED JUNE 2019
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Pathways
Our aim is to raise the careers aspirations of all 

our students and ensure they leave BBEC fully 

equipped with the self-belief, knowledge, skills 

and values to be a success.  BBEC is committed to 

ensuring that all students are ready for the next 

stage of education, employment or training, that 

they have the knowledge and skills they need and 

thatthat they gain qualifications that allow them to go 

on to destinations that meet their interests and 

aspirations.

BBEC has a superb careers provision that meets 

the Gatsby Framework standards. We have our 

own in-house Careers and Academic Mentor 

providing independent careers guidance, and 

who, with our Careers Leader, ensures that all 

students in every year group receive 

age-appropriate support.

WeWe are  unique in making tremendous use of our 

business and enterprise heritage, we engage with 

over 100 external organisations.

Pathways12

“The school’s careers programme is 

comprehensive and starts in Year 7.  

EffectiveEffective careers advice and guidance 

ensure that pupils progress to 

appropriate destinations.  A higher 

proportion of pupils than those found 

nationally progress to education, 

employment or training.”

OFSTED JUNE 2019



Student 
Voice

We have an effective student voice in 
school through which learners' views 
are sought in a variety of ways. As a 
school we are prepared to look at 
making key changes in school based 
on suggestions made by students.

WeWe also encourage students to take 
on leadership roles where they use 
their skills to run a variety of 
programmes both within school and 
also within the wider community. 

StudentsStudents are provided with 
leadership opportunities within our 
Academy programme and every 
year prefects from Year 7 through to 
Year 11 are nominated and voted for 
by their peers. We also have a 
deputy head boy/girl in Year 10 and 
a head boy/girl in Year 11. a head boy/girl in Year 11. 

In these roles students help to 
develop the ethos within BBEC, 
contribute to student council 
meetings and help in the 
appointment of new staff.
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The Home/School Partnership

We see it as key that we receive the support of 

parents for what we are seeking to achieve with 

the young people entrusted to us. The 

achievement of a student’s full potential is best 

realised by the school, student and parents 

working together. As a parent with a child here, 

you can expect frequent contact through the 

‘student‘student planner’, personal contact by letter, 

phone or email as we share your child’s successes 

and address any problems. 

We publish a regular newsletter and an 

informative Year Guide, detailed termly reports 

and invitations to parents’ events where you can 

discuss your child’s progress with teachers or find 

out about other issues of interest.  Student 

planners are used as a communication device and 

parents are asked to sign them to show the 

achievement tutor that they have read them.    achievement tutor that they have read them.    

Effective partnership between home and school is 

essential if learning is to be successful and 

rewarding.  We offer regular opportunities for 

parents and carers to meet teachers and discuss 

their child’s progress. 

Progress reports are issued regularly throughout 

the year. We provide attendance information 

regularly for parents.

Attendance and Punctuality

ItIt is the legal responsibility of parents and carers 

to ensure that their child attends school every day 

and is on time.  Good attendance means that we 

are able to provide the education that every child 

deserves. Good attendance and punctuality is 

rewarded in school, poor attendance may result 

in a fixed penalty notice.

90%90% is good in a test, but is not good for 

attendance.  A child with 90% attendance has 

missed 19 days of school, and has missed 133 

lessons in one year; 665 lessons in 5 years.  

97% attendance is our school minimum target 

and even then your child will have missed 6 days 

– 42 lessons in the year, 210 lessons in 5 years.  

WeWe ask that parents do not take holidays in school 

time and do not allow children to be absent if they 

are just a bit under the weather.  

The Home/School Partnership14



BDAT
Bradford Diocesan Academies Trust (BDAT) is a 
Bradford based multi-academy trust, committed 
to providing high quality education for the 
Bradford children and young people in its care.  

ItIt has a commitment to a values based approach to 
education, informed by its Christian foundation 
and welcomes non church schools like BBEC that 
also place values first, without expecting them to 
become faith based schools.

BBECBBEC benefits from the collaboration and support 
within BDAT.  Students within BBEC have many 
opportunities to work with, and compete against, 
students from other secondary schools within 
BDAT.  This adds to the excitement of our school 
experience.  

PleasePlease visit the BDAT website for further 
information. 

http://www.bdat-academies.org
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www.buttershaw.net

Contact

Head of School: 

Ms Ruth Hartley

Executive Headteacher:

Mrs Jane Tiller

Chair of Governors: 

Philip TurnerPhilip Turner

Further Information 

email: admin@buttershaw.net

tel: 01274 676285

@BBEC1

    

Facebook.com/buttershaw.net


