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Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Welcome to the Year 11 GCSE Launch Evening.  Whilst the summer of 2019 currently 

feels a long way away, there are currently less than 150 school days and 34 weeks 

left until the examination window opens and your child begins sitting their exams.  

The aim of this evening is to provide information to parents about key dates for your 

diary, attendance, rewards, revision, coursework, Post 16 options and good habits 

that will help your child succeed when it matters the most.   

I hope you find the evening, and the information contained in this booklet, helpful.  

Should you have any questions at all please do not hesitate to contact me.  You can 

see me directly after the presentation, contact me via email at ami@buttershaw.net 

or call the school on 01274676285 and ask for Mr Ingham.   

I am also fortunate to be supported by a tremendous Year 11 team.  Miss Warrington 

(swa@buttershaw.net) will continue in her role as Head of Year 11 and will focus 

primarily on student behaviour.  Miss Maclachlan (sma@buttershaw.net) is the 

Assistant Head of Year and her focus is on student attendance.  We also have Miss 

Hoddy who is the Pastoral Manager for the year group.   

Communication is key to a successful year for your child, please do not hesitate to 

contact me or one of the team. 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

Andy Ingham 

Assistant Head Teacher 
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Attendance 

The most important part of your child’s education this year will take place during the 

school day!  If your child is not in school, they are both missing out on valuable 

learning time and falling behind in their subject.  

The graph below details the impact of attendance upon GCSE’s attainment and shows 

very clearly that the more time off a student has, the less chance they have of 

reaching the top grades in the core subjects required for Level 3 study Post 16. 

 

Every 7 days of absence in Year 11 will reduce your child’s chances of achieving a 5+ 

in English and Maths by 10%.  Whilst we understand that the occasionally absences 

are unavoidable for health and family reasons, I urge you to consider the impact of 

any absences you may authorise for your child during this crucial year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Period 8 

As a part of our commitment to your child’s GCSE success, the English, Maths and 

Science Departments run additional sessions every week during Period 8. 

Tuesday Mathematics 

Wednesday Science 

Thursday English 

  

Due to the nature of the new GCSE’s the level of knowledge and skills required to 

successfully pass at Grade 4 or higher has dramatically increased compared to the 

old A* to C GCSEs.  At BBEC we use Period 8’s to go back and revise, reteach and 

consolidate knowledge and skills taught in Year 10 as well focus on specific skills 

which have been raised as a weakness in Mock Exams and subject tests.  Period 8 

attendance will give your child in total over 90 hours of additional teaching time over 

the year which can make a significant difference when it comes to the exams in May.  

Your support in encouraging your child to attend Period 8 is greatly appreciated.  

Homework  

Please see the table below for the Year 11 Homework Schedule: 

English Two extended tasks each week.   

Maths  Hegarty homework will be set each 

every Monday and will be due in every 

Thursday. 

 

Every Thursday students will be set 

examination questions which are due in 

every Monday. 

Science Year 11 have been provided Science 

workbooks for homework.  Every 

Monday students will be set a task from 

the workbook which will be due in for 

Thursday.   

 

Other non-core subjects will set homework on a weekly basis.  Most homework set 

in Year 11 will focus on answering exam style questions or consolidating subject 

knowledge required for the subject.  

 

 



Online Apps 

In addition to weekly homework’s, BBEC has also invested in a number of online 

learning apps which can be used for revision and consolidation.   

We currently subscribe to the following: 

Pixl English Pixl Maths 

Pixl History Pixl Geography 

Hegarty Maths Pixl Timetables  

 

Each of these apps are available on both web browser (if working on a laptop for 

example) and phone app.  These apps are designed for quick 15 minute sessions of 

revision and consolidation and consist of small quizzes which can be taken multiple 

times to embed learning.  Test scores are sent directly to teachers who can then 

analyse the strengths and weakness of your child.  Constant, repeated use of these 

apps has proven tremendously successful in preparing students for GCSEs.  They can 

be done anytime, anywhere and for any length of time.  

 
 

The Pixl English App – learning quotations 
 

The Pixl Timetables App – Knowledge Testing 

 

 

 

  



Logging on 

For all Pixl Apps the login details are the same: 

School ID = BW580 

ID – Last name and first initial e.g InghamA 

Password – Same of the subject e.g. for History the password is History.  Once your 

child has logged in for the first time they can change the password to anything they 

like. 

So if I was logging onto the Pixl History App my login would be: 

BW580 

InghamA 

History 

*Please note the password for the Pixl Maths App and Timetables App is Maths for 

both.  Changing the password for the Maths App will also change the password for 

the Timetables App. 

Hegarty Maths has been long established here at BBEC.  Should your child require 

assistance logging on, please ask your child to speak to their Maths teacher or myself.  

Links 

https://mathsapp.pixl.org.uk/  

https://englishapp.pixl.org.uk/ 

https://historyapp.pixl.org.uk/ 

https://geographyapp.pixl.org.uk/ 

https://hegartymaths.com/ 

https://timestable.pixl.org.uk/ 
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Exams 

It is tremendously important that your child experiences a full GCSE style exam 

window before they sit the real thing.  By sitting a full suite of GCSE mock exams, the 

students will experience the routine of exams, it is common for the GCSE exams to 

have a GCSE English exam in the morning followed by a GCSE Science exam in the 

afternoon followed by a Maths exam the following morning.  Sitting such important 

exams in quick succession is a part of the GCSE cycle and something students need 

to prepare for.  It goes without saying that revising the night before an exam is not 

effective if there are two crucial exams the day after.  Students need to learn how to 

prepare for the exams as well as sit the exams themselves. 

To facilitate this there will be a Mock Exam window during the autumn term where 

we will simulate the preparation, examination and feedback of the GCSE exams.  The 

first of these Mock Exams take place on the week beginning the 6th December and 

they will end on the 19th December.  We will start the preparation for these exams 

on the 20th November which is Year 11 Parents Evening. 

When we return in January there will be additional Parents Evening on the 17th 

January where will discuss the results of the mock exams and what steps need to be 

taken moving forward. 

The GCSE Exams begin on the 13th May and end on the 30th June.  (Please note, these 

dates are provision and are currently subject to change by the exam board.  Please 

do not book any holidays until the exam dates are confirmed in April.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Support 

Year 11 can be a stressful time for both parents and students.  However the following 

advice has been proven to be successful in ensuring students are well prepared. 

1.) How much work should my child be doing? 

A commonly asked question is ‘How much work should my child be doing at home?’  

As a general rule your child should be doing on average 30 minutes of English, Maths 

and Science every night.  This will increase the closer we get to the exams next 

summer.  This can either be the homework set by the class teacher or revision on the 

apps mentioned previously.  Year 11 are never in a position where they have no work 

to do.  They are set homework every week and the apps have tests and quizzes which 

can be sat at any time.  

2.) Set up a routine. 

Routine is something to embrace in Year 11.  Your child will finish school on Monday 

at 3pm, Tuesday to Thursday at 4pm and Friday at 2.30pm.  Your child may have 

activities such as a sports or drama club which they attend at a set time in the week.  

It is important they still do this!   

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

4pm-5pm     English and 

Maths 

5pm-6pm English and 

Maths 

English and 

Maths 

English and 

Maths 

English and 

Maths 

Science 

6pm-7pm   FOOTBALL   

7pm-8pm Science Science FOOTBALL Other 

subjects 

DRAMA 

8pm-9pm  BAKE OFF!   DRAMA 

9pm-10pm Other 

subjects 

Other 

subjects 

   

 

The example above shows how a routine can be established where a student gets 

plenty of time to complete their homework and revision, still do the things they enjoy 

doing and have some free time to themselves.  By establishing a routine now in 

September means you can strike the right balance between school work, leisure 

activities and personal free time.  A good balance is good for student’s mental health 

and academic success.  I strongly urge you to sit down with your child and set up a 

routine and stick it to as early as possible. 

 



 

3.) Revision is not just for exam windows! 

A common problem which arises during the GCSE exam window is a dawning 

realisation that some students have left it too late and begin to panic.  You cannot 

adequately prepare for examinations in the weeks and months prior to them.  

Revision for exams begin now!  The purpose of the examination is to test the 

knowledge and skills that that your child has learnt over the previous 11 years of 

education.  The Apps are a great way for your child to constantly keep on top of their 

revision in short sharp 15 minute bursts.  If your child has a good routine during the 

week to get their homework done, then the weekends can be spent revising.   

In September I would recommend 30 minutes on each app each weekend.  From 

December onwards I would increase this to an hour.  By Easter I would increase this 

to 1 hour and 30 minutes.  Again a good routine is crucial. 

To assist students with their revision and homework, the library is open to students 

at the following times: 

Monday  Before school and 3pm-5pm 

Tuesday Before school and 4pm – 5pm 

Wednesday Before school and 4pm – 5pm 

Thursday Before school and 4pm – 5pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3.)  Sleep is important. 

Getting a good night’s sleep is important for both academic success and good mental 

health.  Getting to bed at a sensible time and avoiding late night gaming sessions and 

social media is important.  Every morning, first two lessons, your child will be doing 

English and Maths.  Being well rested and alert will aid learning.  All the research on 

sleep tells us that shortened sleep and irregular sleep patterns lead to worse GCSE 

results.  Going to bed and waking up at a scheduled time will greatly improve your 

child’s ability to engage in their learning and make progress in their subjects.  

4.) If you want any clarification, about anything to do with your child’s 

education don’t hesitate to ask! 

Every teacher here at BBEC is committed to getting the very best for your child.  If 

you have any questions regarding your child’s progress or achievement in any subject 

please contact me directly at ami@buttershaw.net. 

If you have any issues regarding the behaviour or attendance of your child you may 

of course contact myself or you may contact Miss Warrington, Head of Year at 

swa@buttershaw.net.  

If this is your first time taking a child through their GCSEs I am sure there will be a lot 

of questions.  Regardless of how important you feel it may be, myself and my team 

are here to help so please just ask!   
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Post 16 Options 

As well as preparing your child for their GCSE examinations, it is just as important to 

prepare them for their Post 16 studies/careers.   

On the 15th November we will begin our Information, Advice and Guidance (IAG) 

programme which will help students make informed decisions about their next steps.  

As I hope you are aware, BBEC will no longer be offering Post-16 provision.  However 

Colleges, Employers, Apprenticeship Providers and the Armed Services will be 

present at BBEC on the 15th to give students and parents an insight into what 

courses/apprenticeships/careers they can offer and what needs to be achieved to be 

granted a place on one.  It is an important evening and I do hope you can attend.  

Representatives from BBEC will be on hand to assist in any way we can to make sure 

that your child is well informed of what is available and answer any questions you 

may have. 

 
 

 
 


