
Types of timber 

There are two types of natural timber and another group of 
processed timbers known as MFB’s (or manufactured 
boards)  
Softwoods 

Softwoods, such as pine, come from coniferous trees. These 
keep their leaves all year round meaning they are             
evergreen. They grow quickly and therefore are cheap to 
buy and very sustainable. 
Hardwoods 

Hardwoods, such as oak or beech, come from deciduous 
trees. These lose their leaves each winter. They tend to 
grow slower than softwoods and therefore are usually more 

expensive than softwoods for this reason.  
 

When purchasing timbers, they can be bought 

from FSC approved sources, in other words, the 

timber is guaranteed to be from a sustainable 

forest where the trees are replanted in a           

sustainable fashion 

Manufactured board  

Medium Density Fibreboard (MDF) is a manufactured board 

made from the waste of timbers which is bonded with a poly-

mer called urea formaldehyde. Other examples of MFB’s 

include Chipboard, Hardboard, Plywood and Blockboard.  

Because these boards are manufactured they have the   

advantage that they can be bought in very large sheets 

so unlike natural timber planks, do not need gluing together 

to make large surface area’s. 

Seasoning 

Timbers must be seasoned to make 
sure that they do not warp (bend and 
change shape over time).  Seasoning  
Is the process of drying wood out which 
stops this from happening. 
Grain 

Wood grain are the visible lines in wood. 
Wood is always strongest across the grain and much easier 

                                   Sanding should always done with              

                                      the grain as this will produce the best    

                                      finish.  Scratches across the grain are  

                                      unsightly and spoil the finish. 

Live and Dead knots are common  

in some timbers and in some cases should 

be avoided.  Dead knots have a black ring  

around them and are prone to falling out  

over time.  Live knots are less likely to fall out but both  

types of knot are difficult to cut through as the wood is so 

dense in this area. 

Types of Sheen 

Paints and varnishes 
come in various types 
of sheen. Gloss is the 
Shiniest, Matt is the  
Most dull sheen.  
Surface preparation 

Before painting, varnishing or applying any surface finish, 
wooden surfaces should be sanded smooth and wiped so 
that they are free from dust.  Many thin coats are better 
than one thick coat as this makes the coating more durable 
and less likely to flake off over time. 
Reasons for Forest preservation 

• Forests absorb carbon and provide oxygen 

• Forests provide habits for animals and humans 

• Trees provide food/fruit 

• Forests clean up dirty air 

Finish Description 

PAINT Surface needs priming first, comes in matt, gloss and satin finish, oil based and comes in a vast range of colours 

WAX Natural substance (comes from bees), offers some protection to moisture, brings out the grain   

STAIN Comes in different shades, used to change the aesthetics of the timber, does not offer protection from moisture 

OIL Natural substance (comes from plants), offers some protection from moisture, brings out the grain  

VARNISH Comes in matt, gloss and satin finish, usually transparent , often high in VOC content, outdoor versions are waterproof 

 Tenon saw—for cutting 

in straight lines to a lim-

ited depth 

 Scroll saw—for cutting 

out complex shapes in 

thin materials 

 Try Square—used to 

mark out and check 90°

angles. 

 Band facer—for quick 

removal of unwanted 

material 

Important tools: 

Reclaiming wood 

Reclaimed wood is wood that has been sal-

vaged from a disused product and turned into 

another product without being recycled.  For ex-

ample a coffee table could be made from old 

railway sleepers. 

Recycling wood 

Recycled wood is wood that has been       

processed into another material. MDF, chip-

board and Blockboard are made from        

recycled wood. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hegner.co.uk%2Fmedia%2Fcatalog%2Fproduct%2Fcache%2F4%2Fimage%2F397x457%2Ff8954eb2a57f68f4c257cba01f7886d0%2Fi%2Fm%2Fimage_34846_1_79324.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hegner.co.uk%2Fhegner-multicut-
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.technologysupplies.co.uk%2Fmedia%2Fcatalog%2Fproduct%2Fcache%2F1%2Fimage%2F385x450%2F9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95%2Fi%2Fm%2Fimage_34846_1_76815.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.technologysupplies.

