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Rationale 

A good school will be able to articulate a clear vision of the purpose and direction of its curriculum.  Students 

deserve a curriculum which develops skills, values and aspirations, supports examination success and XX a love of 

learning.  

 

This policy should be read in conjunction with those on Assessment; Accreditation Certification and Examination 

Entry; Equal Opportunities; and any other policy of the school which bears in any way upon the design or delivery 

of the curriculum or the programmes of study offered by the school. 

 

Purposes 

The purposes of the policy are to: 

1) Provide an overarching framework that allows the values and aims of the school to be shown in effective 

teaching and learning. 

 

2) Secure a learning entitlement for all students through all that is learned in school, formally and informally, and 

within and beyond the school day. 

 

3) Establish principles against which other policies and procedures can be developed or checked so that they 

are consistent and coherent. 

 

4) Recognise  legal requirements which  include: teaching the religious education, personal, social, health and 

sex education to secondary age students; avoiding political bias; providing careers education and guidance 

with access to specialist support; making provision for students with Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities and establishing procedures for dealing with complaints. 

 

5)  Recognise that the Governing Body should: 

a) Make arrangements for periodic review of the curricular provision of the school in the discharge of its 

responsibility to satisfy itself  that the school has developed and is maintaining an appropriate curriculum. 

b) Take account of any representations received from local communities or the police or other agencies, 

including the Academy Trust or the LA, concerning the nature, suitability, development or content of the 

curriculum, and make arrangements to advise the school according. 

 

6) inform parents. 

 

Broad Guidelines 

1) The curriculum is defined as all planned activities of the school, both overt and covert, which lead to 

students’ learning and which are in accordance with the Aims of the School. 

 

2) This policy is linked to and should be read with the policies relating to sex and drugs education, religious 

education and the curriculum statements and schemes of work provided by departments.  

 

3) The Governing Body and School are committed to the following principles as being appropriate goals for the 

Curriculum and guidelines for its design, development and delivery:   

a) that the curriculum should be focussed on the individual, and should guarantee equality of opportunity 

for learning to all students. 

b) that there should be continuity and progression for individuals from primary school and throughout 

their time at the school. 

c) that the curriculum should offer appropriate pathways for students and maximise achievement and 

student outcomes.  
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d) that there should be appropriate provision for students with additional educational needs within the 

curriculum, enabling them to access and to benefit from the opportunities for learning the school 

provides. 

e) that the environment for learning should be encouraging, challenging and caring. 

f) that teachers and students are partners in learning and assessment. 

g) that the National Curriculum helpfully prescribes a framework but that the school adapts it to the needs 

of its students. 

h) that the curriculum as experienced by each student should be balanced and broadly-based, promoting 

the intellectual, spiritual, moral, cultural, emotional and physical development of students at the school 

and preparing them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 

i) following from this, that the curriculum is the vehicle by which the school seeks to transmit and explain 

a range of values and attitudes reflecting the moral and ethical issues of concern to citizens taking up 

their adult responsibilities and, in particular, the schools value of: wisdom, integrity, justice, compassion 

and ambition. 

j) that there should be a particular focus on developing literacy and numeracy. 

j) that in order to secure appropriate breadth and balance of curricular experience  referred to above, it 

should be  the school’s policy to encourage students to study  a programme of study in years 9-11 

which  has appropriate breadth and balance.                       

k) Careful and, thorough careers education, information, advice and guidance (CEIAG) will play important 

in a students’ curriculum 14-19.  The school will inform students of national developments and changing 

progression opportunities (eg Ebac and Apprenticeship). 

l) that students should be encouraged to appreciate the interrelationships between different areas of 

learning  and to recognise and exploit opportunities for the application of skills, knowledge and 

competence acquired in one area of the curriculum to others. 

m) that education is a partnership between parents and students, governors and the wider community 

and that the curriculum must therefore take account of this partnership and respond to the local social, 

economic and environmental conditions which surround it. 

n) that all students should have access to a course and to courses of study which fulfil the statutory 

requirements in respect of religious education, drugs education, sex education, citizenship education 

and careers education. 

o) that where regulations relating to the disapplication of the national curriculum are invoked to provide. 

 

4) The Governing Body and School acknowledge a duty to provide the widest and best-resourced curriculum 

possible within the existing budget, but recognise that this aspiration must be tempered by a duty to secure 

curricular coherence, quality assurance and value for money. 

 

Conclusion 

The School seeks to attain assured quality in the delivery of the curriculum and through this the highest achievable 

levels of attainment for the students who experience it.  

 

To this end it seeks to develop, secure and renew a learning experience for all which recognises, and communicates 

student achievement to everyone who has an interest in the students, their knowledge, skills, understanding and 

worth. 

 

 

 


