What is the study of archaeology?

The study of archaeology is to use artefacts, monuments and other physical
materials to understand people of the past, their culture and way of life. They
excavate the ground and use science to better understand the artefacts that
they find.

An artefact could be any movable object such as a sword. Whereas a feature is a
non movable remain such as the pyramids.

What did archaeology teach us about the Anglo Saxons?

The Anglo Saxons were a mix of tribes from Germany, Denmark and Netherlands.
They arrived in England around 410AD. They created 4 separate kingdoms that
were called Wessex, East Anglia, Mercia and Northumbria.

Before the discovery of Sutton Hoo, we knew very little about the Anglo Saxons
besides that they were farmers. At Sutton Hoo they discovered the burial site of a
king. They found a golden belt buckle, a sword, a shield, a sceptre and a
fascinating helmet made of gold and iron. The discovery teaches us that the
Anglo Saxons were excellent craftsmen, excellent warriors and were rich in Gold
through trade. It was clear that the Anglo Saxons had been misunderstood.

What does written evidence teach us about the Anglo Saxons?

One historical source that historians have used to study Anglo-Saxon life is a
poem called Beowulf. It describes a world of violence and war. Above all, a king
had to be a warrior and had to be able to win battles in order to keep the support
of his followers. The most important place in a kingdom would have been a
wooden hall, where feasts would have regularly taken place.

Another source used by historians to find out about Anglo-Saxon England is a set
of rules known as Ine’s Laws. They were created at the end of the 7th century by
a man called Ine who was the King of Wessex. The laws show that his kingdom
was a violent and unsafe place.

Whth did archaeology teach us about the Romans

Who were the claimants to the throne in 1066?
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What problems did William have as a new king of England?
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What is the Bayeux tapestry and why is it important?
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Harrying of the North

The Harrying of the north was caused by Northern Earls starting a rebellion
in the North of England. They captured Williams castles in York and
Durham and executed his loyal barons.

William wanted revenge so he took an army up north and recaptured his
castles. He executed all the rebels and burnt down their homes and
villages. He also ordered his army to salt the crops to destroy the ground.

William had turned 80% of the North into wasteland and many peasants
died from starvation. He had killed thousands of people in the Harrying.
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Domesday Book

In 1085 William 1* ordered a survey to discover the resources
and taxable values of all the boroughs and manors in England.
He wanted to know who owned what and how much it was
worth. The book valued the land at £37,000.

William now was aware of how much he could tax his people
and how much was owed to him as King. It showed that the
Normans had fully taken over the land and owned 80% of it.
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Information to support an idea

The study of the lives of people in the past
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How to guide for source analysis:
Content: What can you learn from looking at the source

Provenance: This is the origin of the source. When was the source
made/ why was it made? Why is this important?

Context: How can you support the source with your own

knowledge?

Diagram of a Motte and Bailey castle
drawn for a KS3 History Textbook

Annotate the picture: What can you learn
from the source about Motte and Bailey
castles?
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